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Two - week volunteering trips 
Changing lives - including yours!



Rest and Relaxation
At the end of your trip, you’ll spend a couple of days exploring the country you’re in and seeing 
some of its wonders. We include this element as part of the trip experience because we’ve found 
it valuable time for people to digest what they’ve seen and experienced and reflect before they 
head home. Expect jaw-dropping wildlife, stunning natural wonders and the chance to explore 
some fascinating history.

The most important thing to remember is that every trip is different – even if 
you return to the same location. Across the majority of our trips - though not 
all - you can expect:

Main project
Each morning will be spent on the building 
site of our main project and partner, 
assisting local contractors and trades 
people with the construction of a home, 
hospital, clinic, school, classroom, rescue 
centre or something different – typically up 
until lunch time. Don’t worry if you’re not 
skilled in this area, there’s plenty of jobs 
for anyone and everyone to do – including 
entertaining the local children and sharing 
any passions or skills that you have.

Afternoon visits
After lunch, you’ll be taken into the 
community to visit and support local 
projects. For many volunteers, this is where 
their time on mission really has an impact 
on them personally. These visits provide the 
opportunity to build relationships, make a 
difference and change perspectives, as you 
come face-to-face with the reality of life for 
those less fortunate. These can include: 
Feeding programmes, drop-in centres, 
community home visits, work with street 
children and more.
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What’s included
A Mission Direct trip is different and unique for many reasons - one of them being that your trip 
contribution covers you for almost everything.

Return flights from a UK 
airport (ATOL protected)

In-country transfers and  
day-to-day transport

Insurance

Visas

Accommodation

Excursions and R&R time

All main meals and bottled 
water

UK orientation and debrief day

ATOL Protected
ATOL stands for Air Travel Organiser’s 
Licence. It’s a national scheme operated 
by the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA), and it 
protects you when you book a trip with a 
travel company in the UK. It ensures
that you don’t lose the money you paid out 
or become stranded abroad if your travel 
company collapses. Mission Direct are ATOL 
licence holders.

Climate Stewards
Each of us has a carbon footprint when 
we travel. We’ve partnered with Climate 
Stewards to give you the option to offset 
that when you come abroad with us. The 
money you pay to offset your carbon 
footprint funds carbon reduction projects 
(tree planting and cookstoves) in Ghana, 
Kenya and Mexico.

Why support Mission Direct?
Whether you come on a 2-week mission trip with us as a volunteer, join us as voluntary in-
country staff, or choose to support us financially, you are making a significant difference to 
vulnerable people all over the world. 

By coming with us, you will work alongside local people within their communities to help build 
facilities that will transform lives - such as schools, health facilities and homes. You’ll see first-
hand where your money goes, the impact it has and how much it means to the community that 
you have given not only money, but your time to come and support them. Not only this, but you 
will personally be changed by the experience in ways we can’t put into words.

Why Mission DirectContributions
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All-inclusive mission contribution includes:

Even though your contribution covers everything you need for your two-weeks away, we ask 
and encourage our volunteers to fundraise or donate as much as they can to their trip to help 
support project costs and partners in-country, as well as the ongoing running of the charity and 
emergency country funds.

Here at Mission Direct we encourage all 
people to Gift Aid all of their donations 
including your contributions towards your 
mission trips. 

All UK tax payers are able to Gift Aid 
donations to charities where the UK 
Government give the charity 25p for every 
£1 you donate.

This enables us to reduce the contribution 
donation requested from each person by 
approximately £250, but we can only do 
this if as many people that are eligible to 
tax payers do so – please request a Gift Aid 
declaration form.

Thank you for supporting us in keeping our 
requested contribution donations down.

£1 Donation

Government  adds 25p

= £1.25 to Mission Direct

The importance of Gift Aid

For Example:   
£100 + Gift Aid = £125

Gift Aid Explained:
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Africa

Kenya
Tanzania

Uganda
Sierra Leone

Zambia Malawi
Zimbabwe

Kenya Page 8

Breathtaking natural beauty and renowned 
for its diverse culture and heritage. Yet, 
around 60% of Nairobi live in slums and 
Narok has an alarmingly-high number of 
street children. Unfortunately, the country 
still suffers from corruption with the divide 
between rich and poor is ever widening. 

Malawi Page 12

Malawi is one of Africa’s smallest and most 
beautiful countries - its most well-known 
feature being the stunning Lake Malawi. 
Malawi is among the world’s least-
developed countries. Many children here 
have little or no access to school and there 
is an ongoing shortage of food.

Sierra Leone Page 16

Boasting beautiful beaches, chimpanzee 
sanctuaries and stunning scenery, Sierra 
Leone may have many scars, but is no 
longer war-torn. Voted the safest West 
African country in 2016, Sierra Leone will 
embed itself deep in your heart.

Tanzania Page 66

These are longer term trips of one to six 
months with our Go MAD! partner.

Uganda - Kumi Page 20

Behind the incredible scenery and jaw-
dropping wildlife, Kumi is one of the 
poorest districts in Uganda. Past events 
have left it with a generation of orphans; 
all desperate for education. Schools are 
bursting at the seams and are in need of 
desperate refurbishment. 

Uganda -  
Rukungiri

Page 24

Picture a land of rolling green hills, banana 
plantations, and tropical birds and you have 
Rukungiri. However, in rural areas, 38% of 
Ugandans still live on less than $1.25 per 
day. HIV/AIDS is resurgent, sharp gender 
inequalities persist and education continues 
to remove stigma around disabilities. 

Zambia Page 29

A country of rugged terrain and diverse 
wildlife, famed by Victoria Falls.  The capital, 
Lusaka, is one of the fastest developing 
cities in Southern Africa. Poverty and 
affluence exist side-by-side here, with many 
living in shanty towns. Almost 3/4 of the 
population live on less than 80 pence a day.

Zimbabwe Page 33

From the granite peaks to coffee 
plantations, Zimbabwe is marvelously 
picturesque. However, an estimated 62.6% 
of Zimbabweans live below the poverty 
line. Approx. 40% of the country’s rural 
population are food-insecure and many 
children don’t have access to education.
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Background
For many years  we worked alongside the 
Maasai community in Kenya, supporting 
their work to help young females in 
the community to escape from forced 
marriage and FGM. In 2011, we started to 
help build dormitories for rescue centres 
and facilities that enabled young women 
to be self sufficient.

In 2016, we began work with Sister 
Clemencia, who started a small 
mainstream school with a special needs 
unit attached where disabled children 
could board in dorms of metal sheets 
and mud floors. Mission Direct volunteers 
completed a new dormitory and toilet 
block, enabling disabled children to 
attend full-time education with dignity.

This year
During 2016 and 2017, we also increased 
our work with the street boys of Narok 
with Hellen – a Maasai woman who 
was married off to a 70-year-old man at 
the age of 7. As well as raising her own 
children alone, she has opened her home 
and heart to many street boys now and in 
2017 we started to build her a home that 
could accommodate as many boys as her 
heart does. Our volunteers will continue 
to work with her in 2018.

We also embarked on a new project 
in Karogocho slum in Kenya – one of 
the largest in the world. Working with 
Emmaus, our teams supported the build 
of a nursery/school with a special needs 
unit attached where disabled children 
could board in dorms of metal sheets 
and mud floors. Mission Direct volunteers 
completed a new dormitory and toilet 
block, enabling disabled children to 
attend full-time education with dignity. 

Kenya
Africa

— Fountain of Life - We’ll spend time with some street boys, providing clothing and food, 
as well as sharing our personal testimonies.  The FoL also work closely with women 
street workers, encouraging them to turn away from prostitution.

— Bomet Hostel for Physical Handicapped Children - Many children here suffer from 
Polio, which results in lifelong physical disabilities. Bomet provides them with a home 
and education, helping them to strive for the opportunities they deserve.

— CMF Community Health Partners - A health facility which trains Community 
Healthcare Workers to work with those suffering from HIV/ AIDS. We will be joining them 
on Home-Based Care visits.

Afternoon Outreach

School and street children project   /    Suitable for 16+   /    Maasailand
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Project

  GMT +3 hours        Maa and English        27°C (Mar-Sep)        8.5 hours        47 million



Kenya is home of wildlife safari and offers 
some of the most accessible game viewing 
in the world, including the ‘Big Five’ (lions, 
leopards, elephants, buffalo and rhino). 
Together with many other animals unique 
to Africa, these can be seen on our two day 
trip to the Maasai Mara. You will have the 
opportunity to visit Lake Navasha, spending 
a few hours on the lake watching the hippos 
wallowing a few metres from your boat. This 
trip is also a must for bird watchers.

Rest and 
Relaxation

Travelling with my 2 teenage daughters to Kenya with MD has been the 
life-changing experience I had hoped for. It allowed us to fall in love with 
Kenya and the wonderful people there. In a safe and caring team, it helped 
us re-evaluate our own perspective on life and took us out of our comfortable 
bubble! It gave us the chance to give practical support and receive many more 
blessings in return. We can’t wait to get back!”

Previous Volunteer
Gill Baldemor

For more information, contributions and bookings visit:  

www.missiondirect.org/kenya

Trip Dates
Team 1  01 Apr - 16 Apr 2018

Team 2 - Nairobi 9 Jun - 24 Jun 2018

Team 3 - Nairobi  23 Jun - 8 Jul 2018

Team 2 - Narok 07 Jul - 22 Jul 2018

Team 3 - Narok 28 Jul - 12 Aug 2018

Team 4 - Narok 18 Aug - 2 Sep 2018

Team 1 - Narok 21 Apr - 5 May 2019

The impact of your trip
When John first met the MD team he 
was living on the streets of Narok; one 
of dozens of boys here that do and 
tens of thousands in Kenya. 

For John, life had a routine: Get up, 
reach for the glue – his only way to 
escape and cope with the life he was 
living - have a sniff, shuffle off into 
town to beg for money to buy a cup of 
tea – head back to the dump to sleep 
and sniff more glue until the evening. 
Its then time to hustle and beg for 
more money for some dinner, before 
laying his piece of cardboard down on 
the smoldering dump to make the most of the heat.  

This was John’s routine every day, but now life for John is different. He is off the glue and 
goes to boarding school, where he is achieving well.  He has ambitions to do well and help 
others like him in the future. This transformation is thanks to the home offered to 17 street 
boys - including John-  by a local woman, supported by MD volunteers.  
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Malawi
Africa

Due to the mountainous terrain and rural 
location of the village, this project differs 
in that most of the day is spent on the 
building site and within the community - 
there are no other afternoon outreaches.

School and community project   /    Advisory 18+    /    Mountainous region

Background
For the last eight years volunteers from 
Mission Direct have been helping to build 
a primary school for the Yawo people - the 
first school they have ever had in their 
small, isolated village. They are desperate 
for their children to be educated, knowing 
that even a basic education can transform 
the quality of their lives. The first phase 
of this school opened in 2015, followed 
by a full opening last year. Our partners 
in Malawi are missionaries who came 
to work with the Yawo people of Malawi 
in 1996.

The 1.6 million strong Yawo race 
is traditionally Muslim. Due to the 
country’s history, they have been badly 
marginalised by the rest of Malawian 
society; they live in the mountainous 
South East of the country, cut off, many 
miles from roads and basic amenities.

This year
We’ll continue to work with our 
missionary partners here, improving 
and extending the school as demand 
for education has increased rapidly. 
Unlike other Mission Direct trips you will 
be spending the majority of your time 
on the work site, as there are few other 
community projects in the area to visit.

This trip is beautifully unique in that 
you will be immersed in the community, 
living as a local for your two weeks here. 
You can expect to be surrounded by 
the local children and villagers keen to 
interact with you and there’s little doubt 
that you’ll leave a small part of your heart 
behind when you leave.

Project

Afternoon 
Outreach
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  GMT +2 hours        Chichewa and English        23°C (May-Aug)        10 hours        16 million



At the end of your time in Malawi, you’ll 
spend a couple of days by the beautiful Lake 
Malawi. Take a swim, witness the beautiful 
sunsets and watch the local fishermen 
gliding by in their dugout canoes as you 
reflect and digest your experiences. 

Rest and 
Relaxation
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I don’t know why I volunteered for the Malawi project, but it was a wise 
decision. By the time we reached our cottage in the remote village, our team 
was already a family. After 2 weeks of decorating work at the school we had 
two days of relaxation on the shore of Lake Malawi, taking in the stunning 
views. This project was one of life’s highlights and confirmed that overseas 
service does makes a difference. I went home with a new vision and broader 
horizons. Will I book with Mission Direct again? What do you think?”

Previous Volunteer
John Parsons

Trip Dates
Team 1  18 Aug - 02 Sep 2018

See website for 2019 trip dates

Mission Direct has been involved 
from the start in helping to build 
the very first school for this 
remote, mountainous village in 
Southern Malawi.

Lisimba, aged seven, was one of 
200 children who turned up outside 
the partially-completed school, 
begging for education.  There were 
no teachers, but the local pastor and 
another volunteer did the best they 
could. The youngsters were crowded 
into two classrooms, with up to eight 
squeezed on to desk seats designed 
for four.

Today, 18 months on, there are now four teachers and two volunteers teaching about 
350 children in four classrooms - including Lisimba. Two of the classrooms have no desks 
leaving some children to work sitting  on the dusty floor - our work here continues.

The four remaining classrooms are nearing completion, but the need for more desks is 
imminent and urgent.  Yet, children here are overjoyed to simply be in school, receiving an 
education - a luxury and privilege that is still very new to them, thanks to our volunteers 
and partners.  We’ll continue to work here to ensure all children can have access to 
schooling with dignity and in safety.

The impact of your trip

For more information, contributions and bookings visit:  

www.missiondirect.org/malawi



Schools and Clinics   /    Suitable for all ages    /    Beach    /    City

Sierra Leone
Africa

Medical trips are also available to Sierra Leone
Go to page 60 or missiondirect.org/specialist-trips for more details

— Nehemiah - The child soldiers of Sierra Leone’s brutal civil war have now grown up. Four 
of these young men lead a home for 40 street boys as well as a school of 400 children. 
We have helped to build a set of classrooms here as well as other amenities.

— Hastings Polio Ladies Vocational Training Association - These remarkable ladies - 
disabled themselves - have built an association to give polio sufferers the skills to be 
self-sufficient and ensure they don’t end up on the streets. Mission Direct has built two, 
6-bedroom dormitories, bathroom facilities and numerous other pieces of building 
work. Women who would otherwise have been abused – or even died – on the streets, 
now have a home and a safe future.

— We also visit a local children’s home

Background
Mission Direct’s campaigns in Sierra Leone are traced back to the birth of the charity, 
beginning with work at the Adventist Hospital in 2004, where our volunteers have radically 
improved facilities such that today the hospital is playing a key part in saving thousands 
of lives. With the hard work and dedication of our volunteers, staff and partners, we have 
been able to provide the hospital with a 12-bed ward, well and water tower, a children’s and 
maternity ward as well as residences for overseas medical staff and private patients.

During the Ebola crisis, the hospital was an Ebola centre and continues to recover from the 
loss of income.  In 2017, a number of building projects continued here - including a pharmacy 
and physiotherapy room. Other projects in Sierra Leone have included classrooms at Quarry 
School - where class numbers were at 120 and Kings Royal Academy - classrooms have been 
provided here as well as a bakery to provide income for the school. 

This year
Over the last few years we have also worked at an isolated beach community where many 
didn’t survive easily-treated conditions due to health care being many hours away. We’ve 
already built doctor’s housing here and we’ll continue to build here in 2018, continuing our 
work from last year to establish a clinic which, will provide urgently-needed care and will 
transform the community. We will also build further classrooms for both Quarry and Kings 
Royal Academy schools.

Project

Afternoon Outreach
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  GMT +3 hours        Krio and English        35°C (May-Jun)        6.5 hours        6.68 million



For part of the trip you will be staying in 
accommodation on Bureh Beach, one of the 
most beautiful beaches in the world. This 
small community really values our support. 
Spend time with local families, have a surf, 
or turn your hand to simpler pleasures - 
like eating grilled barracuda, making new 
friends and watching the sunsets.

Rest and 
Relaxation
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From the moment you arrive here, you know you’re somewhere very special. 
The people are so welcoming and can’t do enough for you, despite having 
so little. 

I felt that God wanted to use me in practical ways to help. There are always 
such challenges in a country like Sierra Leone; Little water, intermittent power, 
poor hygiene - yet there is also much hidden beauty within the people and the 
country itself. The partner projects are all so inspiring - and then there’s Bureh 
Beach. To me, Bureh one of the most beautiful places in the world - where MD 
are building a hospital. The medics house is now completed and being used 
as a temporary clinic. The main building is 2/3 complete but requires more 
volunteers to come and finish the work. 

This is a totally unspoilt place amongst the “rawness” of life. I have been so 
blessed by God to be here in SL.”

Previous Volunteer
Nigel Taylor

Team 1   13 Jan - 27 Jan 2018

Team 2*  04 Feb - 19 Feb 2018

Team 3**  24 Feb - 11 Mar 2018

Team 4  17 Mar - 31 Mar 2018

Team 5  03 Nov - 18 Nov 2018

Team 6  24 Nov - 09 Dec 2018

Team 7  16 Dec - 31 Dec 2018

See website for 2019 trip dates

When we met Samuel he was in a 
terrible state, completely riddled 
with scabies, covered with scabs and 
unable to open his eyes properly.

Samuel’s father died fighting in a 
Commonwealth division in Iraq and a 
year later his mother died. For the last 
eight years he has been sleeping on a 
market table at night, doing small jobs 
for money during the day.

After spending time with us, we took 
Samuel to some children’s homes, but 
all were full. Rachel - the wife of our 
driver, offered to take him in. Rachel 
has already taken on six other children and is feeding 15 Ebola orphans that sleep rough 
in the area. She has a small home, works seven days a week and grows her own food. The 
woman is incredible and we hope to be able to extend her house for her in the future.

The photo here was taken on the day we left him. Since then, he has started school in Year 
6 primary and has a lot of catching up to do, but what a journey! From street to school in 
four weeks. With care and love, a life has been transformed.

*Teachers and Construction     **Construction

The impact of your trip

For more information, contributions and bookings visit:  

www.missiondirect.org/sierra-leone

Trip Dates



Background
Launching our Kumi campaigns in 2011, we have worked with a number of projects here over 
the years. Initially partnering with COHAD (Children Of Hope And Dignity) - which provides 
and runs homes for orphans - to build four houses, we then supported the PAG (Pentecostal 
Assemblies of God) Church in 2013 to work with schools in and around Kumi; Mukungoro 
Rock - where we have restored and renovated unusable classrooms; And Akubui - where 
classes were historically under trees and the extra-curricular activity on a Friday was to 
spread cow dung on the ground to keep the dust down. Since 2015, we have built a block of 
three classrooms here and officially completed our work in 2016. 

We have also supported Kumi Township Primary School, building 4 classrooms and 2 
latrine blocks.  Our volunteers have also contributed at Kumi Health Centre in the past to 
decorate and restore the clinic, as well as installing a borehole for access to clean water and 
better hygiene. 

This year
In 2017, we embarked on a new partnership with Kumi Bazaar School, which - in 2016 - had 
898 pupils in seven classrooms, with many children sitting on the floor to learn. Last year, 
our volunteers helped to build two new classrooms and our work here to extend this will 
continue throughout 2018.

Schools project   /    Suitable for all ages and family groups    /    Rural Town

Uganda  
Kumi

Africa

Medical, Teaching and Re-Wired trips are also available to Kumi
Go to page 60 or missiondirect.org/specialist-trips for more details
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Project

— Ngora School for the Deaf - One of very few schools for the deaf in Uganda. The 
afternoon visits here are hugely popular with our volunteers and an experience you 
won’t forget.

— Kumi Prison - We added this visit into our programme in 2013. We visit here to help lead 
a service and hear testimonies from the prisoners.

— COHAD - Although our construction work here has ended for now, we continue to run 
afternoon visits here, which volunteers report to be highly impacting. 

— Traditional village homes - In partnership with PAG, we take you to work with the 
local community to identify a family in need and construct a traditional straw house - a 
highlight for many!

Afternoon Outreach

  GMT +3 hours        Local and English        27°C (Jul-Sep)        8.5 hours        252,300



At the end of your two-weeks, you’ll be 
taken on safari to see some of Uganda’s 
incredible wildlife as well as experiencing 
the magnificent Sipi Falls with unforgettable 
views over this beautiful country. You’ll also 
enjoy a visit to a coffee plantation.

Rest and 
Relaxation
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Despite being concerned about financing my trip to Kumi in 2016, I felt all 
along that the Lord would provide and he did in every way possible. As well 
as singing, dancing and playing with the children, we painted at the high 
school and at the orphanage, re-roofed a traditional house in a local village 
and distributed Bbibles at the local prison - as well as reading glasses. Small 
things to us, but one of the older men came to me with tears in his eyes and 
said, “Thank you for letting me see and I can now read my Bible”. I will keep 
that memory for ever - and if you’re asking, why go and not just give - this is a 
prime example why. 

Leaving Kumi was very hard because I wanted to carry on helping.  It has 
changed the way I see people and it seems that when you have very little, but 
have Jesus in your life, you can do anything. 

The big question I am asked is would you do it again...... the answer is a great 
big yes and I will go back to see my friends in Kumi again.”

Previous Volunteer
Julia Miller

We first visited Rose at her home in 
July 2016 and we agreed with the 
community decision that she needed 
and deserved help. Rose has four 
children and also herself suffers from 
Elephantiasis in one of her legs. Life 
is not easy, with the regular need to 
fetch water, living in houses that need 
repair and being content with your 
children sleeping on rags that serve 
as a mattress. 

But, Rose also has another challenge; 
Her husband Moses suffers from 
epilepsy and is an alcoholic - a 
common issue here. Moses is an intelligent man, having passed secondary education and 
possessing good English language skills, but tragically his condition means that work is 
limited for him - both physically and because of stigmas attached to epilepsy. 

Our team of volunteers helped construct the roof frame, achieved in just a few hours and 
later thatched, completing Rose’s new home and providing a safe and dry environment 
for her and her family. Through the generosity and love of our volunteers, we were also 
able to provide mattresses and new cooking utensils for Rose - which may seem small 
gestures, but to her and her family, it’s life-transforming. 

The impact of your trip

For more information, contributions and bookings visit:  

www.missiondirect.org/uganda-kumi

Team 1  23 Mar - 08 Apr 2018

Team 2  07 Jul - 22 Jul 2018

Team 3  28 Jul - 12 Aug 2018

Team 4 18 Aug - 02 Sep 2018

Team 5  08 Sep - 23 Sep 2018

Team 6*  29 Sep - 14 Oct 2018

Team 1  23 Mar - 08 Apr 2019

*Includes Pastors team

Trip Dates



Diasbled children project   /    Suitable for all ages    /    Rural Town

Uganda  
Rukungiri

Africa

Background
Having a disability in Uganda is a serious disadvantage and children with conditions are 
often viewed as being ‘without use’. Children’s homes are often miles away from any 
education centre, on dirt tracks with no public transport - resulting in these children having 
no way to access schooling. For many years, our main partner here has been Kitazigurukwa 
Special Needs Unit where - in 2012 - our teams raised funds to build two purpose-built 
classrooms to enable children in wheelchairs to have access to a proper facility. Working 
with the Diocese in Rukungiri, people just like you have helped to build two dormitories for 
disabled children to reside at the school, 2 pre-primary classrooms, a further classroom for 
primary age, teacher’s houses and store rooms as well as a 30,000L rainwater harvesting 
system, to provide water to the unit. 

In 2014, 26 young children with disabilities started school for the first time in their life and 
at the end of 2016, we completed our work here, opening the school to many, many more 
local children with disability. 

This year
In 2017, we partnered with the Chilli Children Trust - a local project that identifies disabled 
children in the community and provide them with access to surgery, life-skills, medical 
outreach and education. The name Chilli Children is given because families registered with 
the organisation are taught to grow chillies to provide a sustainable income for them and 
their family. Last year, we began to build a physiotherapy room to assist their fantastic work. 
We’ll continue to work with the Chilli Children throughout 2018 to complete the centre.

Medical, Teaching and Re-Wired trips are also available to Rukungiri
Go to page 60 or missiondirect.org/specialist-trips for more details
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Project

— Mosaic Vision Ministries - This project is currently working in Uganda to serve 
children who have been orphaned or abandoned as a result of AIDS and/or malaria. By 
partnering caregivers who have lost spouses to HIV/AIDs and orphans, Mosaic creates 
care homes, transforming lives and changing futures.

— Mother’s Union - The MU caters for teenage girls who cannot afford to progress to 
secondary school or aren’t sufficiently qualified, offering courses to teach skills that the 
girls can use to support themselves and their families in the future. Since 2010, Mission 
Direct teams have worked to renovate a neglected building to provide additional 
sleeping facilities for thirty teenage girls and continue to visit and support this 
fantastic outreach.

Afternoon Outreach

  GMT +3 hours        Runyankole and English        25°C (Jul-Dec)        11 hours        252,000



Journey on the stunning Kazinga Channel 
- which links the two lakes - on a relaxing 
boat trip that will showcase some of 
Uganda’s most iconic wildlife.

Expect unforgettable birdlife, water buffalo, 
hippos and elephants.

Trip Dates
Team 1*  23 Jun - 08 Jul 2018

Team 2**  14 Jul - 29 Jul 2018

Team 3  04 Aug - 19 Aug 2019

Team 4  22 Sep - 07 Oct 2018

Team 5  13 Oct - 28 Oct 2018

Team 6***  03 Nov - 18 Nov 2018

Rest and 
Relaxation
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Rukungiri is an incredibly beautiful place, but the needs of the people are 
apparent from the moment you arrive. Being part of a Mission Direct team 
offers a fantastic opportunity to make a real difference, sharing the love of 
Jesus in a practical way. I’ve been on two teams and I’m currently preparing 
for my third - it really does get under your skin.

But whether you’re a teacher or a student, a builder or a medic, or none of the 
above, like me, you’ll find the trip superbly organised, incredibly joyful and 
thoroughly challenging. Most of all, being part of a Mission Direct team won’t 
just contribute to transforming the lives of people in such desperate need, it 
will change your life too.”

Previous Volunteer
Ian Richardson

Nahurira Violah has been at 
Kitazigurukwa Special Needs Unit 
since 2015. She is 12 years old and 
has Down’s Syndrome. When Violah 
first arrived, she was very fearful of 
people - probably due to how she had 
been treated in the past because of 
her disability.  It was the first time she 
had ever been to school, or had social 
interaction outside of her homestead.

Now, two years on, Violah tells us she 
is happy. She has friends at school 
and is keen to teach her family what 
she has been learning - particularly 
crafts, like threading. Her family have realised that her disability doesn’t leave her ‘without 
use’. She is no longer isolated, but is much more sociable and able to communicate.

Thanks to the acceptance and the Kitazigurukwa Unit, Violah is now a social, interactive 
young girl. 

*Well drillers & Construction    **Teaching & Building    ***Chilli Children & Medical

The impact of your trip

For more information, contributions and bookings visit:  

www.missiondirect.org/uganda-rukungiri



Background
13,000 children across Zambia are 
reported to live on the streets, some 
as young as 6 years old. Since starting 
work in Zambia in 2008, our staff and 
volunteers have impacted the lives 
of many in and around Lusaka, with 
many projects focusing on the needs of 
vulnerable children. 

This includes funding and building 5 
new classrooms and new toilets for Kilne 
School; 5 classrooms for Garden Hill 
School; a brand new facility for Crown of 
Life and Kumbayah school - adding new 
classrooms each year; a new dormitory for 
the street boys at Fountain of Hope; and 
building a new rescue centre for Vision of 
Hope - a home for 30 street girls, which 
was opened in 2016. 

This year
Last year, our teams returned to Vision of 
Hope to begin phase 2 of the rescue centre 
for girls, which comprises of a common 
room, kitchen and toilets. This building 
project will continue into 2018, giving you 
the chance to meet the incredible founder, 
Chitalu, and her girls.

We also have further plans to develop 
Kumbayah School and will embark on a 
new project with another local school - 
Good Hope - to give more children access 
to education in vulnerable, poverty-
stricken areas.

Refuge & schools project   /    Suitable for all ages    /    City

Zambia
Africa

Project
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Re-Wired and Medical trips are also available to Zambia
Go to page 60 or missiondirect.org/specialist-trips for more details

Afternoon Outreach
— Footprints - Feedback from volunteers has rated this one as a main highlight of their 

trip to Zambia. Footprints works to help children living on the streets of Lusaka - you’ll 
join them on a street visit to meet and work with some of them. 

— Fountain of Hope - A transit home for boys – providing accommodation, food and an 
opportunity to return to school. Our volunteers have helped provide food and clothing 
for the boys and salaries for the outreach workers. 

— Home-based care - You’ll join community workers on some home visits in some of the 
most poverty-stricken areas, assisting health issues and providing companionship. 

— Chisomo - A drop in centre for boys. You’ll come and play games, read and pray with 
the boys.

  GMT +2 hours        Nyanja, Bemba and English        38°C (Jul-Aug)        10.5 hours        17 million



You will visit the world-renowned Victoria 
Falls and also take a sunset cruise down 
the Zambezi, in the footsteps of the great 
Dr Livingstone.

Trip Dates
Team 1* 30 Jun - 15 Jul 2018

Team 2 21 Jul - 05 Aug 2018

Team 3 11 Aug - 26 Aug 2018

Team 4* 01 Sep - 16 Sep 2018

Team 5  22 Sep - 07 Oct 2018Rest and 
Relaxation
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When I first thought about going on a mission trip I was scared about 
stepping out of my comfort zone, but when I arrived in Zambia I knew that 
this would not be an issue. Zambia is a beautiful country that is so full of life, 
the people there were lovely and so cheerful, despite their hardships. I went 
to offer them a hand of friendship and support and came away feeling as 
though I had gained more than I had given. 

It was incredible to see God working in their lives through the situations that 
they faced, but also the realisation that God was using them to teach me 
more about faith and trust in Him. I have already booked my next trip with 
Mission Direct!”

Previous Volunteer
Karen Dennett

Mickey, resident at Vision of Hope: 
“I grew up living with my uncle. He 
used to mistreat me in many ways 
and wanted to take me to the village, 
where I knew I wouldn’t be able to 
go to school. I would be forced to get 
married. I was 14 years old.

I went to my friend’s place, where 
to eat or stay, you would have to 
sleep with guys for money. I was very 
scared, so I ran away again. I went to 
another friend and we went to the 
police and eventually a social worker 
and brought me here, to VoH. 

I’m very happy now! VoH has helped me a lot with food, clothes and anything I need. And 
I get to go to school! I love it! I now have ambitions to be a nurse, or perhaps a model - 
taking pictures and making magazines! Or maybe... I want to be a business lady! The point 
is I have options and opportunities like never before…”

*including IT Skills    **including Medical

The impact of your trip

For more information, contributions and bookings visit:  

www.missiondirect.org/zambia



Background
Mutare is Zimbabwe’s fourth largest city. In spite of growing numbers of children, there 
were no new classrooms built by the Government for nearly 20 years and schools became 
overcrowded. Children aren’t allowed into school without shoes, so many living in poverty 
are unable to give their children the education they needed to change their futures.  A few 
years ago, the United Baptist Church of Zimbabwe was granted a site in Mutare by the local 
council to build a school, which Mission Direct has partnered with them to build since 2012. 

Joshua Dhube School now currently has over 400 students, yet needs further development to 
allow room for younger children to join. Since the start of this campaign, our volunteers have 
helped to build eight classrooms, making space for more children to learn and transforming 
their futures. 

This year
Our work and partnership with Joshua Dhube School and the United Baptist Church of 
Zimbabwe will continue into 2018 as plans for the campaign aim to build 16 classrooms on 
the site in total, enabling over 700 pupils to have access to schooling.

School project   /    Suitable for all ages    /    City

Zimbabwe
Africa
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Project

— Nzeve Deaf Children’s Centre - Come and meet this inspiring group of young people, 
play with them and soak up their energy.

— Fairfield Children’s Home - Visit this lovely orphanage, play with the children and help 
with some work on their farm, which helps to provide income for the project.

— Hope for Aids - A ministry assisting those living with HIV/AIDS, including AIDS orphans. 
With the help of our volunteers, a venue for Hope for AIDS has been built to house the 
Today for Tomorrow programme, targeting children between age 6 and 12 affected 
directly or indirectly by HIV, helping them to cope.

— Tafara - This is a feeding programme at Moffat Hall which provides orphaned children 
with a meal. You’ll go and help serve food and have the opportunity to enjoy the 
company of these incredible kids.

Re-Wired trips are also available to Zimbabwe
Go to page 60 or missiondirect.org/specialist-trips for more details

Afternoon Outreach

  GMT +1 hours        Shona and English        27°C (Feb-Sep)        11 hours        16.2 million



You will visit Imire - a wildlife sanctuary 
situated a short distance from Harare and a 
world away from the hustle and bustle of the 
city. Sable Lodge at Imire is an ideal place 
to enjoy wildlife, great food and a relaxed 
atmosphere - whilst also contributing to an 
important conservation cause.

Trip Dates
Team 1   17 Feb - 04 Mar 2018

Team 2  10 Mar - 25 Mar 2018

See website for 2019 trip dates

Rest and 
Relaxation
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Going to Zimbabwe was life changing. Not just because we met each other 
and are now getting married (!) but because we learnt so many life lessons. 
Spending the summer sharing in people’s rejoicing, sadness and suffering 
was truly humbling.

There’s an old African saying ‘it takes a village to raise a child’ which was 
constantly played out before our eyes. ‘It takes a village to raise everybody’ 
is probably closer to the truth and watching people support, love and give to 
one another in the midst of poverty changed both of our perspectives on what 
really matters in life. 

The list could go on and we would never be able to truly thank all the 
projects, people and villages that changed our view on life for the better. 
Thank you Zimbabwe, see you soon! “

Previous Volunteer
Rebekah Boreham and Dave tCronin

Meet Erika, Douglas and their 4 
children. They live in a 1-room shack, 
which Erika’s brother also shares, on 
the site of Joshua Dhube school.

When we first met them, they were 
faced with eviction. Together with the 
Baptist church locally, we worked to 
ensure they would not be removed. 

Unable to go to school because of a 
lack of funds and no clothing, Simba 
and Gracious were left alone to play 
on the site of the shack to enable Erika 
and Douglas to earn money. 

In 2015, Hugo Jennings - then age 14 - came with his Grandad on a Mission Direct trip, 
helping to build another classroom at the school. For 2 weeks, Hugo spent time with Simba 
and Gracious whilst on the building site. He was so moved by their situation, that he used 
his own money to pay for Simba’s first year of education as well as giving Erika enough 
money to buy some clothes and uniform. 

The impact has not only been on Simba, but has impacted volunteers year-on-year, whose 
generosity has kept Simba and Gracious in school. If you come to Zimbabwe, you’ll meet 
this incredible family as they now also help us to build new classrooms every year!

The impact of your trip

For more information, contributions and bookings visit:  

www.missiondirect.org/zimbabwe



South America & 
The Caribbean

Brazil - Campo Largo Page 38

Approximately 7.2 million people in Brazil went hungry in 2015 and 54 million, or nearly a 
quarter of the country’s population, experienced food insecurity, despite advances in the 
fight against poverty. Campo Largo, containing over 31 slum districts, is a municipality in 
Paraná, Brazil and is also a near suburb of Curitiba. 

Brazil - Rio Page 42

Rio, host to the 2016 Olympics, is the 2nd largest city in Brazil. Amongst it’s famous 
dramatic setting and tourist sites are the favela slums - a world of gangs, violence and drug 
trafficking where people live in extreme poverty and children are led to believe this is the 
only future for them. 

Dominican Republic

Dominican Republic

Brazil - Campo Largo
Brazil - Rio

Page 44

A popular tourist destination with its white sandy beaches and turquoise waters, the DR 
still remains one of the neediest countries in the Caribbean.  There is a huge gap between 
the wealthy and materially-poor with many families living in 1-room shacks, subjected 
frequently to flooding, in desperate need of rebuilding and renovation. 
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Background
We’ve been working in partnership with 
Open Hands since 2007, building homes 
in Campo Largo - a suburb of the city 
of Curitiba, to help disadvantaged and 
vulnerable families move from the favelas 
(slums).  Phase 1, which completed in 
2013, saw 21 houses completed and 21 
families’ lives transformed.

This year
In the second phase of the project, two 
houses were due to be completed in 2017 
and a further two are to be built in 2018. 
These transitional homes, built on a strip 
of previously unwanted wasteland at the 
bottom of a hill, will provide a stepping 
stone for families (for up to five years) to 
move out of the favelas and onto a better 
life for them and their children.

Brazil  
Campo Largo

South America & The Caribbean

Project

— Lar Feliz - A home for vulnerable 
children

— CEIFAR- Hear some amazing stories 
at this residential adult addiction 
treatment centre.

— ABBA - A downtown project in the 
centre of Curitiba where the Abba 
Church provide food, support and 
Bible study for the homeless, poor 
and prostitutes in the area. Following 
the service, we help with the 
distribution of food and drinks and 
when possible pray for those that ask 
for it

— Nossas Meninas - A council-run 
before and after-school project in 
Campo Largo for girls aged 6 to 12 
years, who largely live in children’s 
homes in the area as a result of 
being removed from their families 
because they were at risk of violence 
and abuse.

Afternoon 
Outreach

Housing project   /    Advisory 18+    /    Favelas
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  GMT -2 hours        Portuguese        25°C+ (Mar-Apr & Oct-Nov)        11.5 hours        209.6 million



At the end of your trip you’ll visit Cananeia 
and experience the world-famous 
mangroves and incredible wildlife. Take in 
the Amazon Rainforest as you walk down to 
an incredible waterfall before venturing on 
to beautiful beaches. You’ll also get to meet 
a local indigenous tribe.

Rest and 
Relaxation

“I lived for 25 years in a little house 
(shack) in a poor community (pictured), 
struggling to raise my children. The 
sink of my kitchen was already on 
the floor, but I did not have funds to 
renovate my house. One day I went 
to church and was given a word I was 
going to be given a house. 

My son has problems in his legs and 
falls down a lot. We tried so hard to get 
some help. One day some folks arrived 
at my door offering me to move to a 
brand new house. I couldn’t believe it!

While the team was knocking down my 
old house I got so scared and cried for I thought: ‘what if all this is not true?  Where will I live?’ 

Today my life is completely different. My children are grown, praise God. In this new place I 
was given the chance to know people I never knew before and have a proper official address. 
Before guests were not very keen to visit us, for the place we used to be was located in an area 
famous by the danger and crime and not a safe place to go. Today we are safe.”

40  |   Go! Brochure 2018

Brazil suffers from a lot of problems and has such extremes, from the huge 
wealth of some, to the abject poverty of many - not just in terms of material 
poverty but socially too.

Being part of a Mission Direct team was amazing, we were a motley crew of 
differing ages coming from different backgrounds. We all pitched in together 
and there was always something for everyone to do. Taking part in the visits 
as well as working on the main project has made me realise that as an 
individual we can make a difference.”

Previous Volunteer
James, Cambridge

Trip Dates
Team 1 20 Oct - 04 Nov 2018

Team 2  10 Nov - 25 Nov 2018

Team 1 20 Oct - 04 Nov 2019

Team 2  10 Nov - 25 Nov 2019

The impact of your trip

For more information, contributions and bookings visit:  

www.missiondirect.org/brazil



Brazil  
Rio de Janeiro

South America & The Caribbean
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Housing project   /    Advisory 18+    /    Favelas

Background
In 2017, Mission Direct also embarked on a new partnership in Brazil in Rio, partnering with 
CADI (Centre of Assistance & Full Development) to help the plight to challenge the culture 
and belief that ‘drug trafficking is the only way out of poverty for young men & women’ in 
the favela. In 2017 we began to change the use of some current rooms into classrooms, 
refurbishing a multi-purpose area. Currently the project already attracts over 200 children to 
its workshops.

Project

— Local schools - Playing games with 
children at a school

— CEASME - An educational centre that 
prepares teenagers in the favela for 
entering university

— Assisting a mixed-gender homeless 
project - Where those living on the 
street are able to shower, receive a 
change of clothes, have their hair cut, 
and have a meal.

— Villa Olympic - A  place where 
gangs come together and leave their 
differences aside to enjoy the many 
events and activities provided at 
the complex. 

Afternoon 
Outreach

You can’t come to Rio without a visit to 
the iconic Christ the Redeemer statue as 
some down-time at one of Rio’s famous 
beaches! We’ll also travel to the top of 
Sugar Loaf Mountain, with the additional 
opportunity for a short helicopter ride 
(optional extra - incurs extra cost).

Rest and 
Relaxation

Trip Dates
Team 1 29 Apr - 12 May 2018

Team 2 20 May - 02 Jun 2018

Team 1 29 Apr - 12 May 2019

Team 2 20 May - 02 Jun 2019

This year
Located in Morrodo Timbau - Complexo da Mare, we’ll continue our work here to provide 
classrooms and to restore other vital facilities which will help to serve and educate the 
children in this community.

For more information, contributions and bookings visit:  

www.missiondirect.org/brazil

  GMT -2 hours        Portuguese        25°C+ (Mar-Apr & Oct-Nov)        11.5 hours        209.6 million



Dominican 
Republic
South America & The Caribbean

Housing project   /    Suitable for all ages    /    Work with disabled children    /    Beach
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Background
Since 2004 we’ve partnered with the 
Samaritan Foundation to help Dominican 
and Haitian families in need - providing 
basic brick homes for families living 
in cramped, damp, unsafe shacks. 
The new homes offer much better 
physical protection. Over the years, our 
volunteers have helped rehome well over 
120 families.

In 2016 our volunteers helped to dig a 3 
km long water line, to bring clean water 
to the community of Severet - helping 
to improve lives and health of over 100 
families (roughly 800 people). 

Alongside these projects, we’ve also 
worked with Sister Mercedes for the last 
four years - a Dominican Nun who is 
‘Mum’ to 20 disabled children and young 
adults. Our teams have donated food, 
money, medication, nappies, clothing and 
much more, helping her to provide for the 
physical needs of her adopted family.

This year
Sister Mercedes’ Landlord is selling her 
rented home, leaving this family with 
nowhere to go. In 2017, we secured the 
purchase of land and begun plans to give 
this family something of their own.

Project

Afternoon Outreach
— Ascencion Village Feeding Programme - Help to serve a hot meal to the children and 

seniors in the community, funded by GoMAD from donations. 

— Juice Programs - Partner with local church leaders to create a children’s programme. At 
the end of the program, the children all receive a high vitamin juice drink, a snack, and 
have some fun playing with the team. 

— Esperanza VIllage - Visit a local medical clinic and learn about facilities and needs in the 
DR. Spend time visiting and praying with families in their homes, play with the children 
and visit the school too.

— Hear personal stories and share testimonies together.  Be prepared to sing, and maybe 
even dance a little bit!

   GMT -4 hours          Spanish          35°C+ (Mar-Oct)          9 hours        10.65 million

Our aim now is to build a new Nazareth 
House; One which is purpose-built, with 
the right equipment to lift the children in 
and out of bed and with accessible baths 
and sensory stimulation for the children. 
A home that can never be taken away 
from them.
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As well as enjoying the beautiful palm-lined 
beaches – a visit to Rudy’s has something for 
everyone. From a walk through the beautiful 
garden filled with tropical fruits, to taking 
a lazy river boat ride; you’ll then end your 
visit with an amazing lunch prepared with 
ingredients from Rudy’s ecology garden.

Rest and 
Relaxation

A few days into my first trip to the DR, I experienced an overwhelming sense 
that God was about to do some serious business with me. Over the years 
my faith had been pushed to one side. Exhausted with work, raising a large 
family and attempting to buy happiness, I had forgotten God but He had 
not given up on me. My eyes were opened to the shocking poverty that 
surrounded me and my heart to the beautiful people that I was privileged 
to serve.

I had set out to build new homes for others and in the process my life was 
completely transformed. I am now in my first year at Trinity College studying 
Theology, Ministry and Mission and preparing for my third trip to the DR. If 
you are considering a mission trip, my advice is go, make change and be 
changed. You won’t regret it.”

Previous Volunteer
Abbie Robinson

Enson Tavarez (shown here hugging 
a Mission Direct volunteer) is the 
President of the Severet community, 
where we laid the first ever water line 
to this community in 2016. 

His family’s life has changed 
significantly since the installation of 
the waterline. He no longer has to 
walk miles to carry dirty water from 
the river and has access to clean water 
right outside his home. 

This water source means that he 
doesn’t have to struggle to carry heavy 
buckets to and from his home. His children can now bathe in clean water, their clothes can 
be washed in clean water and their health has improved dramatically. The incidence of skin 
infections, fungal infections and intestinal parasites is greatly reduced in the community, 
as a direct result of having a clean and reliable water source.

Trip Dates
Team 1  21 Jul - 05 Aug 2018

Team 2 11 Aug - 26 Aug 2018

Team 3  01 Sep - 16 Sep 2018

Team 4 22 Sep - 07 Oct 2018

Team 1  21 Jul - 05 Aug 2019

Team 2 11 Aug - 26 Aug 2019

Team 3  01 Sep - 16 Sep 2019

Team 4 22 Sep - 07 Oct 2019

For more information, contributions and bookings visit:  

www.missiondirect.org/dominican-republic

The impact of your trip



Cambodia 
Asia

Medical and teaching trips are also 
available to Cambodia
Go to page 60 or missiondirect.org/specialist-
trips for more details
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Background
The New Happy Village project based in Phnom 
Penh re-houses vulnerable families previously 
living in shacks on the Mekong Delta. These 
families would make a living from the nearby 
dumps; rooting through waste with toxic fumes 
looking for things to sell. Many children die 
here – either from the fumes, polluted water 
surrounding them or the huge trucks, who pay 
no mind to them.

This year
Volunteers will continue to build secure and 
safe living in Happy Village for countless 
families, providing a safe home as well as 
education, training and work opportunities.

We also work with Pastor Sara to support the 
local community of ‘boat people’ in the floating 
village. This community of Vietnamese are not 
acknowledged by the Government and are 
given no rights and no access to education, 
houses or healthcare. In 2017 we helped to build 
a floating village to enable the children here to 
gain an education and change their futures. 

Project

— Tarsha’s Legacy Centre (TLC), an 
education centre in New Happy Village 
which also provides health care and 
nutritional meals for the children.

— Visits to a local school

— New Life Fellowship, where you’ll spend 
time with children from the slum and wash 
their hair.

Afternoon 
Outreach

Asia

Cambodia

Housing and school project   /    Suitable for all ages    /    City

  GMT +7 hours        Khmer        35°C and humidity (Mar-Apr)        13 hours        14.8 million



In Cambodia, we also run teams for medical/healthcare and educational professionals. If 
you would like a trip that will utilise your knowledge, enable you to pass your skills on and 
give you an insight into these fields in vulnerable areas overseas, please contact us or visit 
www.missiondirect.org/specialist-trips 

Medical and Education mission
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As well as watching the sunrise over the 
ancient Angkor Wat Temple, which will 
take your breath away, you’ll also explore 
some of Cambodia’s solemn history with an 
optional visit to the Killing Fields and the 
notorious Tao Sleng prison.

Rest and 
Relaxation

Pastor Sara has to be one of the most inspiring human beings I have ever met, 
coming from his life of adversity... we got the opportunity to work with the 
children in the classroom and we visited a slum – a dump – where we washed 
children’s hair and spent the evening with students attending their college. 

I would recommend a Mission Direct trip to anyone able to go and I would 
love to return in the near future!”

Previous Volunteer
Ruth Sampson

Kley Soeun, Bul Van and their 2 
children lived in the local slum. Bul 
earns a mere few dollars a day whilst 
his wife Kley stays at home - unable 
to work, as it was unsafe to leave her 
children in the shack. It wasn’t much 
of a home but it was all they had. 

One day they were suddenly moved 
off of the land by a company that 
had purchased it for redevelopment. 
Pastor Sara, together with Mission 
Direct obtained a small piece of land 
and a row of small dwellings were 
quickly built. They had a roof over 
their heads! Mission Direct and Serve Cambodia started further construction – including 
a school, giving their children access to education and enabling Kley to start earning an 
additional income.

However, due to being built so quickly, the houses had no foundations and began to flood 
during the rainy season. We are gradually demolishing these and building sturdy, larger 
houses. In 2017 Kley and her family were reunited and moved into one of the brand new 
homes (see photo above).

For more information, contributions and bookings visit:  

www.missiondirect.org/cambodia

The impact of your trip

Team 1*  20 Jan - 03 Feb 2018

Team 2* 10 Feb - 25 Feb 2018

Team 3  03 Mar - 17 Mar 2018

Team 4 24 Mar - 08 Apr 2018

Team 5 10 Nov - 25 Nov 2018

Team 1*  19 Jan - 02 Feb 2019

Team 2* 09 Feb - 24 Feb 2019

Team 3  02 Mar - 16 Mar 2018

Team 4 23 Mar - 07 Apr 2019

*Including medical

Trip Dates



Europe

Moldova
MDUK

Moldova Page 54

An ex-soviet state, Moldova is one of the most underdeveloped countries in Europe with 
a large foreign debt and high unemployment. It suffers from many social and economic 
challenges including high unemployment, corruption, human trafficking and a large scale 
migration of the working population. 

Coming here is like stepping back in time, where horse and cart replace the car and where 
people live off the land.  Poverty is widespread, especially in the more rural areas, where 
houses are in disrepair and elderly are vulnerable, especially during the winter. 

MDUK Page  58

In response to requests from many of our volunteers we now offer 3-day trips in the UK. 
Mission Direct UK (MDUK) was launched in 2017 and makes mission accessible to many 
more volunteers and at a much lower cost than our overseas trips. Our aim is to help 
the many vulnerable people living in the UK today and to provide practical support to 
disenfranchised groups closer to home.
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Background
Many young girls in Moldova go missing from their families and young children are often left 
in the care of elderly grandparents - especially in rural areas - where parents need to go to 
the larger cities to find work. 

Since 2008,we’ve worked with Beginning of Life -  a charity dedicated to improving the lives 
of women who have been, or are at risk of, being trafficked - where volunteers decorated a 
safe house.  For the last 6 years we’ve also worked with Carmen’s Project to restore housing 
for vulnerable people in the community of Saptebani. The elderly here are especially 
vulnerable and need better housing to care for their family. 

In 2017 we also launched a new partnership with MAD Aid - a charity working to improve 
the lives of disabled children - building outside toilets for the children to use during 
outside activities. 

This year
In 2018, we will work with our partner Carmen. Most mornings you will be helping to 
restore the homes of the most vulnerable members of the village, or building for a 
community group. You don’t have to be a builder; we are looking for people who can roll up 
their sleeves and get stuck in. 

Moldova is a popular trip for youth groups and ever year we run a dedicated youth team - 
please enquire for more details.

Moldova
Europe

— Carmen’s ministry - You’ll visit and support some of Carmen’s other projects - including 
running a number of children’s’ clubs, organising craft activities or playing games. 

— Casa Helen - Visit and work with the elderly in this care home.

— Phoenix Centre - Help to run activities for disabled children here at their 
daycare centre. 

— Community home visits - Meet some of the locals in a marginalised and isolated 
community. Hear their story and understand daily life for them. Many volunteers bring 
aid specifically to give to these families.

Home renovation project   /    Suitable for all ages    /    Rural Town
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Project

Afternoon Outreach

  GMT +3 hours        Romanian and Russian        38°C (Jun-Aug)        3 hours        4.2 million



56  |   Go! Brochure 2018

Make a trip to the capital city of Chisinau, 
visiting its beautiful Cathedral and historic 
UNESCo monasteries. Some groups have 
even had a day’s canoeing or exploring the 
world’s largest wine cellars.

Don’t be fooled by Moldova’s location 
in Europe; this is truly a cross-cultural 
experience to remember.

Rest and 
Relaxation

I joined a team with Mission Direct to Moldova last year and found it the most 
moving and spiritual experience yet. To witness such abject poverty only 
2.5hrs away from the UK was incredible - but to come back knowing you had 
changed people’s’ lives and given them hope was something I’ll treasure.   

The trip was a mixed bag of renovating houses, feeding the disadvantaged, 
visiting a centre for disabled children and driving around villages handing 
out aid.  The downtime was great, looking around the markets, restaurants 
and coffee shops, taking in the culture!  Give this trip a go - you will not regret 
it and you might learn something about yourself…”

Previous Volunteer
Peter Bowditch

For the Donici family life was tough.  
The main house they used to live in 
had fallen into disrepair. The mud and 
straw walls had crumbled and the 
house was uninhabitable, resulting in 
the mother, father and three children 
resorting to moving into a large shed 
on their land.  

One bed filled the entire floor space 
with little room for the family of 
5 to move around or simply live. 
Clothes were piled in any available 
space and the outside cooking area 
was adequate in the summer, but 
more than problematic in the winter temperatures of minus 20 were illness was rife in the 
1-room shed. 

In 2017 a team of Mission Direct volunteers was able to restore their home. New walls, 
floors and doors - and a new heater meant that the family could move back into their home 
and start to rebuild their lives.

Trip Dates
Team 1 30 Jun -15 Jul 2018

Team 2  21 Jul - 04 Aug 2018

Team 3 11 Aug - 26 Aug 2018

See website for 2019 trip dates

For more information, contributions and bookings visit:  

www.missiondirect.org/moldova

The impact of your trip



Background
Mission Direct UK (MDUK) was launched 
in 2017 and makes mission accessible 
to many more people. The mission runs 
from 9am on the Thursday morning until 
5pm on the Saturday. During this period 
you will work alongside a local charity 
and help renovate their real estate. In 
April 2017 a team of 25 people joined us 
in London to help Phoenix Community 
Care to renovate the properties they use 
to home unaccompanied migrants. The 
team decorated, gardened, undertook 
DIY and transformed the houses into 
havens for those escaping from such 
difficult situations.

This year
During the autumn of 2017 it is 
anticipated that we will run a second 
mission in Lancashire and in 2018 
three further missions will run – 
including London.

MDUK
Europe

Home and garden projects   /    Suitable for all ages    /    Urban
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Project

  GMT        English        18°C (May-Sept)        64 million

I like going on short term missions… because I cannot always go 
abroad for two weeks the MDUK projects provide a great opportunity 
for me to help people closer to home. As well as giving the houses a 
make-over we got the opportunity of helping the refugees practice 
their English.”

Previous Volunteer
Sue Noble - London

Find out more 
missiondirect.org or email 
alan.mccormick@missiondirect.org



Specialist Trips
Medical & 
Healthcare

Page 61

Whether you’re a doctor, nurse, 
pharmacist, therapist, or healthcare 
professional in a hospital or 
community setting, you can make a 
lasting difference to local people in 
Africa and Asia.

Re-Wired 
(IT Skills)

Page 64

Every country we work within 
would welcome IT training and 
equipment with open arms and 
joyful hearts. Speak to us if you 
have skills you would like to 
share in-country. We work with a 
partner called Re-Wired, who bring 
reconditioned equipment from the 
UK to schools across Africa.

Teaching Page 62

If you’re an educational worker – of 
any kind – you have a very valuable 
gift to give. Teachers in Cambodia, 
Uganda and Sierra Leone have had 
little or no training and sharing 
your expertise could help shape the 
future of hundreds of children.

Groups Page 63

How about a bespoke (or shorter) 
trip to meet the needs of your 
ready-made group?

Longer Trips 
(Go MAD!)

Page 66

Do you fancy longer trips of 1- 6 
months? We have partnered with 
Go Make A Difference in Tanzania 
(Go MAD) which is a small Christian 
charity with 23 years of experience 
in Tanzania.
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Whether you’re a doctor, nurse, pharmacist, therapist, or healthcare professional in a hospital or 
community setting, you can make a lasting difference to local people in Africa and Asia. 
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For more information, contributions and bookings visit:  
www.missiondirect.org/medical-and-healthcare

Medical & Health
Specialist Trips
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I have been visiting Cambodia since 2012 and over the past 3 years I have 
led multidisciplinary medical teams providing teaching seminars and 
health promotion advice for our partner organisations in Phnom Penh, plus 
outreach clinics in rural areas.

I have found that short term medical trips can greatly encourage students 
and healthcare workers, many of whom are young and working in 
isolated areas.”

Previous Volunteer
Dr Anthony Clarke



If you’re an educational worker – of any kind – you have a very valuable gift to give. Teachers in 
Cambodia, Uganda and Sierra Leone have had little or no training and sharing your expertise 
could help shape the future of hundreds of children. Join one of our specific trip dates, or if 
you’re feeling more adventurous, work independently in the many schools we partner with in any 
country we visit.

For more information, contributions and bookings visit:  
www.missiondirect.org/teaching
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Teaching
Specialist Trips

In 2016 I joined a Mission Direct teaching team to Mutare, Zimbabwe to 
go and share my skills and knowledge with teachers and pupils at Joshua 
Dhube School. I felt very honoured to be allowed to teach there and I have 
returned in awe of the teachers at this school who teach classes of 60 
students every day with so little equipment. It has made me want to help 
them as much as possible”

Previous Volunteer
Jill Geddes - Zimbabwe

Whether you want to take a group on one 
of our advertised trips or you have your 
own dates in mind, we’ll make the process 
seamless. From booking your flights, 
arranging insurance and securing you 
accommodation together - to transfers, 
transport in-country and all meals – we’ll 
get it sorted for you.  

Corporate, social, church and pastoral 
groups, youth teams, schools, families 
and friends can go with Mission Direct as 
a ready-made group. We’ll tailor the trip 
to your preferences, including any skills or 
experience you wish to utilise.

You’ll build together, meet the locals, 
visit and support community projects 
and undoubtedly spend time playing 
with the local children – all the while 
you’ll be facilitating sustainable change. 
Your trip will conclude with some time 
exploring the country you’re in; seeing 
sites of wonder, beautiful landscape and 
jaw-dropping wildlife. 

There’s simply no better way to bond as a 
group than to go on mission and make an 
impact to another life, together. And the 
impact won’t only be on others - you’ll be 
changed too.

Find out more details online 

missiondirect.org/groups

Groups

Speak to us today about the 
requirements for your group   
01582 720056 or  
jackie.johnston@missiondirect.org
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Background
In Africa specifically, we work with a partner 
called Re-Wired, who bring reconditioned 
equipment from the UK to schools across 
Africa, helping children in schools to learn 
skills to aid their futures. Rewired has been 
working with Mission Direct since a first trial 
trip in 2011.

The governments of Zambia and Zimbabwe 
recently introduced a national curriculum 
for Information Technology which means 
that every child should learn both the 
theory behind IT as well as the practical 
skills. In order to do this, schools need 
access to computers and the majority of 
schools - especially in the areas that Mission 
Direct works in - don’t have them and can’t 
afford to get them.

So far we have taken 6 teams to Zambia and 
installed around 330 computers in total.  
These have been spread over 20 schools 
and outreach projects for vulnerable 
children. In 2017 we also extended 
Rewired to a week in Zimbabwe, providing 
equipment to Christwish Academy.

This year
Our vision is to enable African children 
to share in the Information Technology 
revolution. Africa is getting left behind and 
the gap between the Developed countries 
and the Developing ones is only getting 
larger. We need to ensure this gap does not 
get any bigger, by giving African children the 
skills to develop the use of the IT revolution 
in their own countries. 

Project
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Re-Wired
Specialist Trips

I have thoroughly enjoyed my time on several trips with the Rewired team, 
with opportunities to use my day-job skills.

Besides the physical installation of computers, we have also organised 
workshops for the teaching staff; many have never used a computer before, 
and it is exciting to watch them learn and gain confidence so they are can 
return to their classrooms and teach IT to their pupils.”

Previous Volunteer
Alisdair Anderson

At the end of the trip, we’ll join the 
Mission Direct team for a few days of rest 
and reflection - see the Zambia trip page 
for details (page 28).

Rest and 
Relaxation

— Install desktop computers in schools and 
other learning environments

— Problem solving

— Setting up local networks

— Running IT skills workshops for teachers

— Spending time in the classrooms with 
the children and teachers

Afternoon 
Outreach

For more information, contributions and bookings visit:  
www.missiondirect.org/re-wired

In 2018, our work in Zambia will continue; 
joining one of the Mission Direct teams, we 
will install and demonstrate equipment 
whilst the main team build. You don’t need 
to be an IT professional to help us - you just 
need a low-level knowledge of Word, Excel 
etc to be able to show pupils - and teachers - 
the basics. Their hunger for such skills, their 
joy at using a computer for the first time and 
their gratitude for the opportunities this will 
provide will make this trip so rewarding.



Are you an adventurer? Do you have a month 
or more to spare? Come and spend up to 
six months with like-minded adventurers in 
Tanzania! Mission Direct has partnered with 
Go Make A Difference (Go MAD), a Christian 
charity with 23 years of experience running 
projects in Tanzania.

Go MAD offers people the chance to visit 
Tanzania and get involved in community 
development projects that make a difference 
to people’s lives. All our volunteers encounter 
change in a positive way by their experience.

 All our projects are practical and range 
from building through teaching to medical 
assistance. Training is given to the 
volunteers to enable them to be completely 
competent in these activities.

We are well-organised, adequately-
resourced and fully-established in our 
area of operations. We are well known in 
the villages we work in. One of the unique 
features of Go MAD is that the founders 
of the charity have invested heavily in 
building a lodge for volunteers to stay in 
which is close to Lake Victoria in a beautiful 
area called Musoma. It is purpose-built 
for volunteers, enabling them to relax in 
the evening in an environment which is 
comfortable and homely. The food is cooked 
by two trained local ladies who provide us 
with dishes such as chicken pie, spaghetti 
bolognaise, lasagne.

We offer trips from October to June, for a period of 1 month to 6 months. We are very flexible on 
dates, which is perfect during a gap-year and great for retired folk.

The feedback we get from all of our teams is that they love being part of a close team, and 
that they quickly establish friendships with local villagers. They find the practical projects we 
undertake are rewarding and feel that they are building on the success of previous teams.

Make a difference for longer!

Medical, teaching 
or building

Go MAD for longer

Ages of the volunteers on the Go 
Mad trips range from 18 to 70.

Go MAD adopts a Christian ethos and works 
closely with The Anglican Church. But, you 
don’t need to be a Christian to travel with 
us on one of our adventures. Each morning 
we have a devotion as well as feedback 
discussion in the evening around the dinner 
table with a closing prayer. We do however 
have rules on behaviour such as no alcohol, 
or new romantic relationships.

For more information and bookings visit:  
www.gomakeadifference.co.uk

Spending 3-months in Tanzania with Go MAD was a life-changing 
experience. It was an opportunity to develop new skills in leadership, team 
work and practical building projects. I met some amazing people who 
have become lifelong friends. God has moved and changed me more than I 
could have imagined.”

Previous Volunteer
Iona Hemmings, Hampshire
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For an informal chat contact:   
Graham McClure: 07932 052490 
info@gomad.org.uk or 
graham@gomad.org.uk



On the debrief  
days you will:

Watch presentations 
about the progress 
made on your project

Meet your team and 
other teams from 
similar trips

Bring parents/friends 
along who would like to 
learn more

Provide feedback and 
learning points 
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How to apply online
1 

2 

3 

Choose a country
Visit www.missiondirect.org/volunteer and choose the 
country page you want to go to. 

Choose a team 
Select the team dates you want to join.

Book your place
Proceed to Info & Book to reserve your space on the team. You'll 
be asked to give your deposit contribution of £150 and will then 
be sent a link to the online application form. Please note that 
your place cannot be guaranteed until we receive your deposit 
and your completed form.

If you are a UK tax payer, please declare Gift Aid on all 
contributions for your trip as these funds are vital to the charity 
and our projects. 

Or show interest in a trip
You can then either complete an ‘I’m interested’ form for one 
of the Volunteer Managers to contact you by selecting the 
envelope icon under Trip Dates.

Need a paper application form?
Please call for an application form or information pack about a 
specific country. Call 01582 720056
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Orientation  
and Debrief Days

On the orientation  
days you will:

Learn about the  
country and project

Meet your team 

Chat to staff and 
previous volunteers 
about their experiences

Hear about what 
to bring (and leave 
at home) 

Ask any questions

Orientation Days

These trips bond you and your team for life and many 
volunteers return wanting to share their experiences 
and reflect with each other. Details of specific debrief 
days will be provided nearer the time. You’re welcome to 
bring family and friends along to the debrief, but please 
notify us first so we can cater for them as lunch and 
refreshments are provided.

Debrief Days

We hold an orientation day in the UK prior to your trip to 
help you feel fully prepared. Lunch and refreshments are 
provided. We will notify you of the date and location of 
your orientation day once you have booked a trip.



Can teach someone a 
skill like dressmaking

Provides a family 
with fuel they need to 
cook with

£5

£20 £100

£10

Will buy a chicken run 
to support a family

Provides mattresses for 
street children

Fundraising Toolkit

People like to know what they’re giving towards, so ask us for an information sheet on 
your project for you to use when asking for sponsorship. You’ll also find that you’ll get a 
better response using these, as they give an idea of what their money will do, such as:

Our online fundraising toolkit gives you a variety of ideas and 
useful tips to get you started and we support you every step of 
the way to reach your target.  

Talk to us today about raising funds for your trip, or visit  
missiondirect.org/fundraising-made-simple

Get 
started

Use our information sheet

We have found that once you make 
the decision to go – the funds come 
more easily than expected. Our trips 
are all-inclusive, leaving you free 
to focus on fundraising and to get 
excited about your upcoming trip.

Generally, people are surprised at how much they 
manage to raise and many end up raising more 
than the trip contribution – 100% of this extra fund 
goes straight to the project you are helping. The 
more we raise, the more hope we can build and 
change we can bring.

It’s easier than you think
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Other ways to 
support us

Hold an event
Why not hold an event in your local community to raise funds for 
vulnerable people all over the world? As charity fundraising gets 
more and more restricted, we’re relying more and more on our 
supporters to help raise funds for us.

missiondirect.org/fundraising-toolkit

Pray
We would not be as effective in the work we do without your 
prayers. Please continue to pray for our work, our volunteers, our 
trips and our projects/partners. View our current prayer needs 
across our 12 locations to start supporting us.

missiondirect.org/pray

Work for us
We rely on a team of permanent and voluntary staff - both in the 
UK and overseas - for the smooth running of Mission Direct at 
home and abroad. If you’d like to support us further, have a look at 
our current openings and see if anything suits you.

missiondirect.org/staff-vacancies
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Mission Direct supports sustainable local community projects. Our partners will make sure 
that whatever you help to build will be put to good use for many years to come.

We offset emissions from all staff travel and encourage our volunteers to join us.

As part of the mission experience, we will ensure that you have safe travel, eat and drink well, have good local 
accommodation and toilet facilities. But, please be prepared to be gracious as the best that some communities can provide 

may be more basic than you are used to. Please contact us at the office for more details for the country of choice. You can 
find full terms and conditions on our website.

www.missiondirect.org 

Mission Direct 
27 Bury Mead Road 

Hitchin, Hertfordshire  
SG5 1RT

/ mission_direct / missiondirect /missiondirect

info@missiondirect.org
01582 720056

Mission Direct is a registered charity number 1107824.  
Mission Direct is a company limited by guarantee number 5289161.


