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Welcome to our latest brochure 
containing details of 2-week mission 
trips overseas and 3-day missions in 
the UK.  

Whether you pray, come on a mission trip, or 
choose to support financially, you are making 
a real difference to vulnerable people all over 
the world. 

Transforming lives and 
building lasting friendships
When you come with us you will spend 
half your time assisting local builders build 
classrooms, health facilities, safe-houses and 
homes (no previous building experience is 
necessary). You will help 100s of young people 
get an education, 1000s of people access to 
healthcare and 10s of people a safe place to 
live.  During the balance of your time you will 
work in the community local projects, for 
example you may build a mud hut in Uganda, 
help with a feeding programme in Zimbabwe, 
or teach a class in a school in Zambia.  And of 
course you’ll get a chance to relax in some of 
our world’s most beautiful places.  

Based on your feedback we have made a 
number of refinements:

— We now offer 3-day missions in the UK - 
the pilots were very popular with church 
groups.

— We are working in partnership with Go 
MAD Tanzania and can offer longer term 
trips up to 6 months.

— Shorter trips can be arranged for groups 

Pray, Come, Give

e.g. for church ministers, Rotary Clubs, 
youth groups. Additionally, employers can 
give their staff hands-on leadership skills 
and problem solving experience as part of 
their CSR on a one-week trip. 

Pray - Please pray for the work and that 
God’s name will be glorified. To receive our 
monthly prayer update visit our website - ‘Get 
Involved’ section and on the ‘Pray’ page, you 
can sign up.

Come - We would love you to join us on a trip 
as we serve those that are materially poor. 
Please visit us online or phone us during 
office hours if you want to discuss any of the 
trips and we would be happy to help.

Give - We rely on donations and contributions 
for 100% of our funding. A regular gift – big or 
small – makes a real differences and helps us 
to focus on those we are serving, thank you.

e: info@missiondirect.org web: www.missiondirect.org tel: 01582 720056

Alan McCormick, Chief Executive



£5 a month

is equivalent to giving 
a child a basic meal 
everyday

£17.50 a month

is equivalent to giving a child 
a classroom for life

£320 a month

is equivalent to giving 
a family a forever home 
every year

Mission Direct believes that:
— every child should have access to education

— everyone should have access to healthcare

— everyone should have a place to live that is safe, warm and dry

We do this by coordinating teams of volunteers to build schools, clinics and 
hospitals, homes and hostels. Any donation that you can give will help.

All UK tax payers are able to Gift Aid 
donations to registered charities whereby 
the UK Government will give the charity 25p 
for every £1 that you donate.

This enables us to reduce the contribution 
that volunteers pay towards their trip. 
Therefore it’s important that, if you are a 
tax payer, you help us by signing the Gift Aid 
declaration when you book a trip or make 
a donation.

Gift Aid explained

Contributions and 
donations

£1 Donation

Government  adds 25p

= £1.25 to Mission Direct

Every £1 you give is worth £3 to Mission Direct due to our volunteers who give their 
time to go out to country to work on building projects.
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Rest and Relaxation
At the end of your trip, you’ll spend a couple of days exploring your host country and seeing 
some of its wonders. We include this element as part of the trip experience because we’ve found 
it valuable time for people to digest what they’ve seen and experienced and reflect before they 
head home. Expect jaw-dropping wildlife, stunning natural wonders and the chance to explore 
some fascinating history.

The most important thing to remember is that every trip is different – even if you 
return to the same location. Across the majority of our trips you can expect:

Main project
Each morning will be spent on the 
building site of our main project and 
partner, assisting local builders with the 
construction of a home, hospital, clinic, 
school, classroom, rescue centre or 
something different – typically up until 
lunch time. Don’t worry if you’re not skilled 
in this area, ther are plenty of jobs for 
anyone and everyone to do – including 
entertaining the local children and sharing 
any passions or skills that you have.

Afternoon visits
After lunch, you’ll be taken into the 
community to visit and support local 
projects. For many volunteers, this is where 
their time on mission really has an impact 
on them personally. These visits provide the 
opportunity to build relationships, make a 
difference and change perspectives, as you 
come face-to-face with the reality of life for 
those less fortunate. These can include: 
feeding programmes, drop-in centres, 
children’s homes and work with street kids.

What to expect



What’s included
A Mission Direct trip is different and unique for many reasons - one of them being that your trip 
contribution covers you for almost everything.

Return flights from a UK 
airport (ATOL protected)

In-country transfers and  
day-to-day transport

Insurance

Visas

Accommodation

Excursions and R&R time

All main meals and bottled 
water

UK orientation and debrief day

ATOL Protected
ATOL stands for Air Travel Organiser’s 
Licence. It’s a national scheme operated 
by the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA), which 
protects you when you book a trip with a 
company that organises travel in the UK. It 
ensures that you don’t lose the money you 
paid out or become stranded abroad if your 
travel company collapses. Mission Direct 
are ATOL licence holders.

Climate Stewards
Each of us has a carbon footprint when 
we travel. We’ve partnered with Climate 
Stewards to give you the option to offset 
this when you come abroad with us. The 
money you pay to offset your carbon 
footprint funds carbon reduction projects 
(tree planting and cookstoves) in Ghana, 
Kenya and Mexico.

Why Mission Direct
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All-inclusive mission contribution includes:

Even though your contribution covers everything you need for your two weeks away, it doesn’t 
include any costs associated with the projects themselves, which are financed 100% by 
donations. So we ask and encourage our volunteers to fundraise or donate as much as they 
can beyond their contribution to support project costs and partners in-country, as well as the 
ongoing running of the charity and emergency country funds.
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Africa

Kenya - Nairobi Page 15

Kenya is a place of breathtaking natural 
beauty, yet the capital city is home to one of 
the largest slums in the world, where more 
than 60% of the population are forced to 
live. Most survive on less than $1 a day and 
many children are deprived an education.

Kenya - Narok Page 11

Next to the famous Maasai Mara, Narok 
has a growing population of 40,000 people. 
Many practices such as forced marriage and 
Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) are still 
prominent here and the opportunity for 
education isn’t possible for many children. 
Only 20% of boys and 15% of girls attend 
secondary school in Narok. 

Malawi Page 19

Malawi is one of Africa’s smallest and most 
beautiful countries - its most well-known 
feature being the stunning Lake Malawi. 
The 8th poorest nation in the world, many 
children here have no access to school and 
there is an ongoing food shortage.

Sierra Leone Page 23

Boasting beautiful beaches, chimpanzee 
sanctuaries and stunning scenery, Sierra 
Leone may have many scars, but is no 
longer war-torn. Working in Regent Village, 
your trip to Sierra Leone will embed itself 
deep in your heart forever.

Tanzania Page 27

These are longer term trips of one to six 
months with our Go MAD! partner.

Uganda - Kumi Page 29

Behind the incredible scenery and jaw-
dropping wildlife, Kumi is one of the 
poorest districts in Uganda. Past events 
have left it with a generation of orphans; 
all desperate for education. Schools are 
bursting at the seams and are in need of 
desperate refurbishment. 

Uganda -  
Rukungiri

Page 33

Picture a land of rolling green hills, banana 
plantations, and tropical birds and you 
have Rukungiri. However, in rural areas, 
38% of Ugandans live on less than $1.25 per 
day. HIV/AIDS is increasing, sharp gender 
inequalities persist and stigmas attached to 
those with disabilities remain. 

Zambia Page 37

A country of rugged terrain and diverse 
wildlife, famed by Victoria Falls.  The capital, 
Lusaka, is one of the fastest developing 
cities in Southern Africa. Poverty and 
affluence exist side-by-side here, with many 
living in shanty towns. Almost 3/4 of the 
population live on less than 80 pence a day, 
where children cry out for education.

Zimbabwe Page 40

From granite peaks to coffee plantations, 
Zimbabwe is marvellously  picturesque. 
However, over 60% of Zimbabweans live 
below the poverty line. Many children don’t 
have access to education due to the absence 
of a school-building programme.
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Kenya
Maasailand - Narok

Africa

School and hospital projects    /    Suitable for 16+   /    Rural

  GMT +3 hours        Sheng, Swahili and English          27°C (Mar-Sep)        8.5 hours        50 million

IN
CLUDES

A NEW PROJECT!



Background
Since 2011, Mission Direct has worked alongside the Maasai community in Kenya, supporting its 
mission to help young women escape child-marriage and female genital mutilation (FGM). 

As well as building dormitories for rescue centres, our volunteers have created a farm project 
that enables young women to learn skills to become self-sufficient.

In 2016, we partnered with Sister Clemencia, who founded the Nkapilili educational and 
rehabilitation centre - a small mainstream school with a special needs unit where disabled 
children can board in dormitories. Teams of volunteers have replaced metal shacks with 
stone-built dormitories and provided toilet blocks.

Generous donations enabled the installation of a rainwater harvesting system for the school as 
well as solar powered lights in the dormitories.

This year
Working in Maasailand we will be continuing to support girls who escape FGM and forced 
marriage, by building dormitories for the safe house.

New Project!
Team 1 will be starting a new project in Nturmeti village. The area has no medical facilities 
except for a maternity unit.  The vision is to develop this unit into a mission hospital - with the 
first step to build nurses’ accommodation so that the maternity unit can operate 24/7. The 
phases to follow will be an outpatient unit followed by the first hospital ward.  

Afternoon Outreach
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Project

— Community meal – we help at the feeding programme in the slum of Majengo.

— Nkapilili rehabilitation school – tour of the facilities, spend time in the classrooms singing 
with the children and enjoy a meal cooked in their outdoor kitchen.

— FGM – a chance to meet women who were forced to undergo ‘female circumcision’ and meet 
the inspirational family of Pastor Patrick and Josephine Ngigi, who have dedicated their lives 
to help bring an end to FGM in Kenya.

— Farm visit – in order that the girls at Mission with a Vision can be self-sufficient Mission 
Direct has created a farm project. 

— Mau Forest school – subject to road conditions, you can visit a school in the Mau Forest, to help 
renovate classrooms. This trip is optional as it involves an overnight stay in a wood-built home.

If you have teaching skills or you are a medical/healthcare professional - speak to us about 
options to utilise these during your time in Narok. 



Kenya is the home of wildlife safari, which 
we will enjoy for 2 days at the world-famous 
Masaai Mara Game Park voted as ‘Top Safari 
Destination in Africa’ at the World Travel 
Awards 2017. We also visit an elephant 
sanctuary and, in addition, you’ll have the 
opportunity to visit either Lake Naivasha - a 
must for bird-watchers, or the Loita Plains, 
spending time with Maasai people and 
enjoying the hot springs.

Rest and 
Relaxation

Having been a Business Studies teacher I was able to coach and guide 
women on how to build on their dress-making skills. By explaining the various 
techniques involved in marketing their business and products, as well as 
teaching them essential accounting methods, the women have now created 
a successful and expanding dress-making business.  It’s amazing how we 
can use our skills and experience to encourage people in ways that make a 
tangible difference to them and their livelihood.”

Previous Volunteer
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Diana Evans



For more information, contributions and bookings visit:  

www.missiondirect.org/kenya-narok

The impact of your trip
Hellen Kelero first met the Mission Direct team when she 
was selling Maasai jewellery in the street market. Hellen 
is a mother of three children. She is also one of 78% of 
Maasai women who are forcibly circumcised – an illegal 
practice known as Female Genital Mutilation (FGM).

Hellen grew up in a traditional Maasai village. Her 
father decided that his daughters would not attend 
school as he planned to marry them off for the 
payment of dowry (a quantity of cattle paid by the 
bridegroom to the father). At the age of 10 Hellen was 
forcibly circumcised and, a year later, married off to a 
man in his 60s who already had two other wives. After 
having three children, Hellen was given permission to leave the marriage provided she paid 
back her dowry. She earns money legitimately by making and selling beads to tourists.

As a volunteer, you will help girls like Hellen by building a safe refuge where they can 
escape FGM and forced marriage. Since 2011 we have been building dormitories to 
accommodate such girls and give them a brighter future. As well as having a safe place to 
live, the girls attend school, are given the opportunity to get a job and are free to choose 
their husband rather than forced marriage.

Hellen now visits the girls in the refuge to give them encouragement and works to help 
bring an end to this unnecessary, and illegal, practice.

Trip Dates
Team 1  02 Mar – 16 Mar 2019

Team 2   27 Jul – 10 Aug 2019

Team 3   17 Aug – 31 Aug 2019

2020 dates will be posted on the website 
once available.



Kenya
Nairobi - Korogocho

Africa

School and community project    /    Suitable for 16+   /    Urban

  GMT +3 hours        Sheng, Swahili and English          27°C (Mar-Sep)        8.5 hours        50 million



Background
Kenya’s capital city is surrounded by one 
of the largest slums in the world. Over 2.5 
million people, that’s two thirds of Nairobi’s 
population, live in the slums with no proper 
sanitation and limited access to water. 
Families of up to nine people live in metal 
shacks the size of your living room with a 
dirt or concrete floor. Lack of employment 
leads to boredom, which leads to drug use, 
alcoholism, sexual abuse and other criminal 
activity detrimental to the communities. 

Since 2017, we’ve partnered with Emmaus 
School - squashed between a river, a ditch 
and a road. In the distance is the enormous 
Nairobi city rubbish tip, where many parents 
of children at the school earn their living by 
recycling and scavenging items to sell. 

Our previous teams started the construction 
of a brick-built multi-storey classroom 
block, helping the community-owned school 
to give 200 primary-aged children access 
to education. 

This year
By building further classrooms we can help 
provide an education for a greater number 
of children, increasing their prospects of 
escaping poverty.

Working with local builders and staff at 
Emmaus School we’ll continue to support 
the building of more classrooms and provide 
further education facilities for the children of 
Korogocho slum.

Children at the school here ask their teachers 
when more Mission Direct volunteers are 
coming, excited at the prospect of new 
friends to play games with them in the 
school yard and teach them new things.

As well as assisting with the building and 
entertaining the pupils with games, songs 
and dance during break times, there will be 
plenty of opportunities to assist teachers 
in the classrooms during lessons, if this is 
something you would like to do.

— Supporting children  - After working during the mornings at the school, you will have the 
opportunity to help run children’s activities in an orphanage, visit a street children’s art 
project and spend time at the slum ballet school.

— Skills Centre  - As well as providing schooling and an education, it’s also important to 
provide young adults with practical skills to help them start their own businesses. We will 
spend an afternoon at the Korogocho Learning Centre which runs a sewing workshop to 
teach young women how to make dresses as well as equipping  them with basic business 
skills to then sell them. At the same centre men are taught IT skills, including how to repair 
computers. You will be able to provide “hands – on” help or just chat with the young adults, 
who are always grateful for some encouragement.

Afternoon Outreach
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Project



Visit the Maasai Mara Game Park and 
rise early to see lions, elephants, buffalo 
and giraffes. Sitting in your vehicle whilst 
the wildebeest migrate around you is an 
experience that will be with you forever. 

Alternatively, you might visit Lake Naivasha, 
spending a few hours on the lake watching 
the wildlife around you. You may also visit 
an elephant orphanage or giraffe centre. 

Rest and 
Relaxation

The Korogocho trip was amazing. Although the school had very limited 
material resources both the teachers and pupils were very enthusiastic and 
gave us a warm welcome and Kennedy was obviously very committed in his 
determination to try and help the children realise their potential.

It was lovely seeing the churches so well attended by all age groups, including 
lots of children.”

Previous Volunteer
John Wainwright
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For more information, contributions and bookings visit:  

www.missiondirect.org/kenya-korogocho

Trip Dates
Team 1  13 Jul – 27 Jul 2019

Team 2   03 Aug – 17 Aug 2019

2020 dates will be posted on the 
website once available.

* Please enquire about teaching or 
opportunities.

The impact of your trip
Mary is approaching her fourteenth 
birthday. It is time for her to go to 
secondary school, but without a good 
pass in her National Examinations 
her future will be on the streets of 
Korogocho earning what little money 
she can to take back to her family’s 
corrugated iron home next to Nairobi’s 
huge rubbish tip.

Emmaus School will give her a future 
beyond that of a short life marred by 
ill health. The school’s pass rate is 
good and, by being part of her school, 
you will help her and others like her 
secure good employment - which will 
then enable her to use her earnings to 
support her unemployed brothers and 
sisters. If she is fortunate Mary will then 
be able to feed her own children if she 
starts her own family one day.



Malawi
Africa

School and community project   /    Advisory 18+    /    Rural

  GMT +2 hours        Chichewa and English        23°C (May-Aug)        10 hours        16 million

NEW

PROJECT

FOR 2019!



After lunch we will visit some of the other 
projects run by our partner, Starfish Malawi, 
as well as the opportunity to meet people in 
the community.

— Salima School for blind children

— Gateway Women’s Project

— Glad Tidings community centre and 
clinic

— Pothawira orphanage

— Bornwell Children’s Clubs

— Sports Bonanza (seasonal)

— Ngolowindo vocational training centre

Background
Malawi has one of the fastest-growing 
populations in Africa with over 50% of 
its population under the age of 15. Many 
children in Malawi do not have a school 
within reach of their homes. Of those who 
do go to school, over half of them drop out 
before the age of 13.

For the last nine years we partnered with 
missionaries to build a primary school for 
the, traditionally Muslim, Yawo people. Our 
volunteers helped build the first school 
they had ever had in their small, isolated 
village. They are desperate for their children 
to be educated, knowing that even a basic 
education can transform their quality of life. 
The first phase of this school opened in 2015 
and it was completed in 2018.

This year
Following completion of the school project 
for the Yawo people, we are fortunate to be 
working with a new partner, Starfish Malawi, 
a Christian organisation that shares Mission 
Direct’s vision that people should have 
access to education and healthcare as well 
as a place to live that is warm, dry and safe.

This new project is located in the village of 
Moyo which is 10km from Lake Malawi. We 
will be refurbishing the existing nursery and 
building a new primary school. Currently 
the children at Moyo have to walk 4 miles 
to the nearest school. If they are late the 
teacher sends them home. By building a 
primary school in their village, you will be 
giving every child the opportunity to attend 
primary school - which is free. 

Project

Afternoon 
Outreach

www.missiondirect.org     01582 720056   |   20



The accommodation in Salima is 20 
minutes drive from Lake Malawi, which 
is the second largest lake in Africa and 
provides a stunning backdrop to soak up 
the local atmosphere. You can watch the 
fishing boats gliding by as you reflect and 
digest your experiences of helping people 
in the 8th poorest country in the world. As 
well as the opportunity for swimming and 
relaxing on the beach, you will spend a 
night at a game reserve enjoying the wild 
animals and rich birdlife.

Rest and 
Relaxation
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As soon as the plane drops its undercarriage to land at Lilongwe, Malawi, my 
pulse starts to race. I see again coconut palms silhouetted against the setting 
sun, mango trees dripping with fruit and, of course, the friendly African people.

To work in Malawi is a life-changing experience, being part of a team with the 
same core values, making a lasting difference to people’s lives. At least, that’s 
how I found it, and I think you would too.”

Previous Volunteer
John Parsons



Mission Direct has been helping to 
provide schools and classrooms in Malawi 
for nine years.

Before we had completed the first school, 
in a remote village, over 200 children 
turned up outside the partially-completed 
classrooms begging for education. There 
were no teachers, but the local pastor 
and another volunteer did the best they 
could while work continued to complete 
the building.

Today there are now four teachers and 
two volunteers teaching 350 children. The 
children here are overjoyed to simply be in school, receiving an education - a luxury and 
privilege that is still very new to them - thanks to our volunteers and partners. As well as 
giving children an education, and the chance of securing a job, schooling helps children  
have a sense of dignity and restores their identity.

Trip Dates
Team 1  27 Jul - 10 Aug 2019

2020 dates will be posted on the website 
once available.

The impact of your trip

For more information, contributions and bookings visit:  

www.missiondirect.org/malawi



Schools   /    Advisory 18+    /    Urban    /    Rural

Sierra Leone
Africa

  GMT +3 hours        Krio and English        35°C (May-Jun)        6.5 hours        6.68 million

NEW

PROJECT

AND LOCATIO
N



— Hastings Polio Ladies’ Vocational Training Association - These remarkable ladies 
- disabled themselves - have developed skills and business acumen to become 
self- sufficient and feel a sense of worth. Our volunteers have built two, 6- bedroom 
dormitories and bathroom facilities. Women who would otherwise have been abused – 
or even died – on the streets, now have a home and a safe future.

— We also visit several other community projects including Sierra Leone’s only old 
people’s home and local children’s homes

Background
We have been supporting projects and 
communities in Sierra Leone since the birth 
of Mission Direct in 2004. Our volunteers 
have radically improved several key facilities 
including Waterloo Hospital,  a rural clinic, 
children’s homes and a polio centre, as 
well as as the expansion of several schools. 
We have also provided business advice 
and infrastructure to enable communities 
to become self-sufficient, including the 
construction of a bakery next door to King 
George’s Academy which provides income 
for the school.

We were one of the first charities to re-enter 
the country after the Ebola crisis in 2015 
and supported our partners in rebuilding 
and re-establishing work and facilities in 
the community. In 2017, Regent Village was 
put on the map by a devastating mudslide, 
which caused damage to community 
buildings including SAIO School. In 2018 
our teams began helping to build new 
classrooms for the 225 pupils.

This year
Continuing the work of volunteers from last 
year, teams will help to renovate and build 
further classrooms at SAIO School - which, 
due to the condition of the buildings, was 
in the process of being shut down by the 
Ministry of Education. This would have 
likely resulted in many of its 225 pupils 
dropping out of education. Help us repair 
damaged classrooms as well as build new 
facilities to relieve class sizes of over 100. 

Project

Afternoon Outreach
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Sierra Leone has many beautiful beaches 
on the Atlantic coast, rumoured to be some 
of the best in the world. You’ll visit Eden 
Park, located on Mama Beach, where you 
can swim, take in the scenery and stroll 
along the white sands as you reflect on your 
experiences. 

Rest and 
Relaxation
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Having visited Sierra Leone several times on mission trips, the country and its 
people holds a special place in my heart. My daughter and I have been doing 
trips with Mission Direct since she was 9 years old and we love the chance to 
express God’s love to people who are living in really tough circumstances. Six 
years on, with several mission trips under our belt, we have both gained an 
incredible understanding of God’s love for His people and how we can be part 
of His family. 

I often reflect on what I have experienced and the people I have met. Sierra 
Leone has incredible beauty and the people are full of determination. Some 
of the people we met have overcome so many challenges - and they do it with 
such joy in their hearts. I can’t wait to see where God leads us next.”

Previous Volunteer
Kat Morling



Team 1   30 Mar – 13 Apr 2019 

Team 2  20 Apr – 04 May 2019

Team 3 02 Nov – 16 Nov 2019

Team 4  23 Nov – 07 Dec 2019

Team 1   21 Mar – 04 Apr 2020

Team 2   11 Apr - 25 Apr 2020

When we met Samuel he was in a 
terrible state, completely riddled 
with scabies, covered with scabs and 
unable to open his eyes properly.

Samuel’s father died fighting in a 
Commonwealth division in Iraq and a 
year later his mother died. For the last 
eight years he has been sleeping on a 
market table at night, doing small jobs 
for money during the day.

After spending time with us, we took 
Samuel to some children’s homes, but 
all were full. Rachel, the wife of our 
driver, offered to take him in. Rachel 
has already taken on six other children and is feeding 15 Ebola orphans that sleep rough in 
the area. She has a small home, works seven days a week and grows her own food. 

The photo here was taken on the day we left him. Since then, he has started school in Year 
6 primary and has a lot of catching up to do, but what a journey! From street to school in 
four weeks. With care and love, a life has been transformed.

The impact of your trip

For more information, contributions and bookings visit:  

www.missiondirect.org/sierra-leone

Trip Dates



Water irrigation, teaching, medical    /    all ages, families and groups     /    rural

Tanzania
Africa

  GMT +1 hours        Swahili and English        28°C        9 hours        56 million



Background
Mission Direct has partnered with Go MAD in Tanzania to promote longer-term mission trips 
to Tanzania (as well as Kenya and Zanzibar too!). These trips are coordinated and run by 
Go MAD charity.

In 1994, Graham McClure founder of Go Make A Difference (Go MAD) helped design and build 
a Cathedral for the Anglican Diocese of Mara, in the town Musoma supported by his church, 
St John’s Church in Blackheath in South East London. From this early work Graham felt 
driven to help the people of Mara and so began to invite teams of volunteers out to help with 
various community projects. Eventually ‘Go Make A Difference in Tanzania’ was born. Go MAD 
is a small independent charity which helps people in some of the poorest regions in East 
Africa. Today the work of the organisation continues to expand. By working directly with local 
communities, coordinating a variety of volunteering projects, you can really change lives and 
make a difference. Last year alone over 200 volunteers made a difference in Tanzania, Kenya 
and Zanzibar. The length of each trip can be tailored to suit individual needs and circumstances 
from 2 weeks to 6 months. The trips are suitable for people of all ages including school groups, 
families, gap year teams as well as solo travellers. 

This year
Over the next 18-24 months Go MAD wants to set up a small irrigation scheme in Musoma in 
Western Tanzania. Last year, due to poor rainfall, there was a real need for water and food in this 
region which usually receives two seasons of rain per year.  During the ‘short rains’ in 2016 there 
was much less rainfall than normal. Consequently, the area surrounding Musoma was in severe 
drought and most farmers’ crops failed. As a result, a sack of maize (which is the local staple 
diet) doubled in price due to food shortages. In response to this Go MAD set up a test irrigation 
initiative to see how much water is required with the long term vision of investing in a pump. 
Go MAD also wants to see the  farmers’ co-operative group increase in number as well as to 
continue building water tanks, toilets and low cost houses for people in the villages.

Project
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Go MAD provides comfortable purpose-built accommodation that sits on the banks of Lake 
Victoria. This beautiful wooden lodge is a home from home, sleeping 38 people and where tasty 
meals are prepared by a local cook. There is a great sense of community and volunteers love 
chilling out in the evenings and chatting about their day over a game of cards or making music.

It’s not all hard work as we can arrange for you to experience this amazing part of the world 
including going on safari in the Serengeti National Park, relaxing on the shores of Lake Victoria 
or doing some rock climbing whilst watching the sun set.

Accommodation/Excursions
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Africa

Schools project   /    Suitable for all ages and family groups    /    Rural Town

  GMT +3 hours        Local and English        27°C (Jul-Sep)        8.5 hours        252,300

Uganda  
Kumi



  GMT +3 hours        Local and English        27°C (Jul-Sep)        8.5 hours        252,300

Background
Launching our Kumi campaigns in 2011, 
we have worked with a number of projects 
over the years. Initially partnering with 
COHAD (Children Of Hope And Dignity) - 
which provides/runs homes for orphans - to 
build four houses. In 2013, we supported 
the Pentecostal Assemblies of God Church 
to work with schools in and around Kumi; 
Mukungoro Rock - where we have restored 
and renovated unusable classrooms; and 
Akubui – where we have built a block of three 
classrooms here since 2015 and officially 
completed our work in 2016.

We also supported Kumi Township Primary 
School, building 4 classrooms and 2 
latrine blocks. Our volunteers have also 
contributed at Kumi Health Centre in the 
past decorating and restoring the clinic, as 
well as installing a borehole for access to 
clean water and better hygiene.

This year
In 2017, we embarked on a new partnership 
with Kumi Bazaar School which - in 2016 - 
had 898 pupils in seven classrooms, with 
many children sitting on the floor to learn. 
Thanks to many generous volunteers and 
donors over the last two years, the children 
now have desks to sit at, though more are 
needed.

Enrolment at Kumi Bazaar in 2018 was over 
1,000 children, with classes bursting at the 
seams with up to 200 pupils. This has been 
alleviated somewhat by the classrooms 
our volunteers have built so far, yet the 
school still needs further classrooms to 
accommodate high intakes and ensure 
every child can learn safely. 

Our teams this year aim to build an 
additional two classrooms to add to our 
previous work at Kumi Bazaar School.
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Project

— Ngora School for the Deaf - One of very few schools for the deaf in Uganda, 
the afternoon visits here are hugely popular with our volunteers and an 
experience you won’t forget.

— Kumi Prison - We added this visit into our programme in 2013. We visit the 
prison to help lead a service and hear testimonies from the prisoners.

— COHAD - Although our construction work here has ended for now, we continue 
to run afternoon visits here, which volunteers report to be highly impacting. 

— Traditional village homes - In partnership with Pentecostal Assemblies of 
God (PAG), we take you to work with the local community to identify a family 
in need and construct a traditional straw house - a highlight for many!

Afternoon Outreach

If you're an education professional or have teaching skills, please speak to us about how we 
could incorporate these into your mission trip to Kumi. 



At the end of your two weeks, you’ll be taken 
on safari to see some of Uganda’s incredible 
wildlife as well as experience unforgettable 
views over this beautiful country. You’ll also 
enjoy a visit to a coffee plantation.

Rest and 
Relaxation
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Despite being concerned about financing my trip to Kumi in 2016, I felt all 
along that the Lord would provide and he did in every way possible. As well 
as singing, dancing and playing with the children, we painted at the high 
school and at the orphanage, re-roofed a traditional house in a local village 
and distributed Bibles at the local prison - as well as reading glasses. Small 
things to us, but one of the older men came to me with tears in his eyes and 
said, “Thank you for letting me see and I can now read my Bible”. I will keep 
that memory for ever - and if you’re asking, why go and not just give - this is a 
prime example why. 

Leaving Kumi was very hard because I wanted to carry on helping.  It has 
changed the way I see people and it seems that when you have very little, but 
have Jesus in your life, you can do anything. 

The big question I am asked is would you do it again...... the answer is a great 
big yes and I will go back to see my friends in Kumi again.”

Previous Volunteer
Julia Miller



Every team that comes on a trip to Kumi comes on a visit 
to a traditional village, where we are taught how to make a 
thatched roof, replacing them for one or two families in need.

John , his wife and seven children live as generations 
have in the Teso Region. He has a simple mud brick home 
with a thatched roof in which they all sleep. One of John’s 
daughters is pictured here, looking after the twins. She 
should be at school, but there is no money so like many 
others, she is at home.  

Jerry cans are used for fetching water from the nearest 
well which is very far. They are able to grow staple crops, 
enabling them to live hand-to-mouth each day. 

So what difference have we made here? By providing a 
new roof for their home, we have - perhaps just for a while 
- made their lives a little easier. Perhaps we have brought 
some encouragement, perhaps hope. Just for a while they 
have some certaintly of being dry, some new clothes and a 
little food. And they have felt loved. 

The impact of your trip

For more information, contributions and bookings visit:  

www.missiondirect.org/uganda-kumi

Team 1 06 Apr - 21 Apr 2019

Team 2 27 Jul - 10 Aug 2019

Team 3  17 Aug - 31 Aug 2019

Team 4  28 Sept - 12 Oct 2019

2020 dates will be posted on the 
website once available.

* Please enquire about teaching or 
medical opportunities.

Trip Dates



School and water project    /    Suitable for all ages and families     /    Rural

Uganda  
Rukungiri

Africa

  GMT +3 hours        Runyankole and English        29°C (Jul-Dec)        11 hours        43,000,000

NEW

PROJECT

AND LOCATIO
N



Background
For many years Mission Direct has supported 
the communities in and around Rukungiri 
providing classrooms and dormitories 
that would enable disabled children 
to go to school and be integrated into 
society. Since then we have built teachers’ 
accommodation, utility rooms and a system 
for harvesting rainwater to ensure that the 
school had adequate water. 

In recent years we have also partnered with 
the Chilli Children Trust – which provides 
disabled children with education facilities 
as well as access to life-changing surgery 
and everyday life-skills to develop their self-
worth and integrate into society. In 2017, our 
volunteers helped to build a rehabilitation 
centre to provide physiotherapy facilities for 
children who have had corrective surgery. 
It also provides clinics and other healthcare 
support for children living with disabilities. It 
was officially opened early in 2018.

This year
The Rushararazi area north of Rukungiri 
overlooks the Western arm of the Rift Valley. 
It is very hot and, due to severe drought, 
the harvests have failed for many seasons 
in succession. Water is scarce. Families eat 
what they can grow, often making do with 
one meal a day. Many parents cannot afford 
the school, and children have no shoes and 
clothes that can only be described as rags. 

In 2018, we embarked on a new project to 
help build new classrooms for this small, 
vulnerable community. Our teams last 
year began, with the aim of completing 
3 classrooms for nursery children, which 
we will continue this year. We also aim to 
construct a water tower to harvest 30,000 
litres of rainwater for the community.
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Project

We will have numerous opportunities to visit well-established programmes and projects 
in and around the town of Rukungiri. These include:-

— Mothers’ Union - The MU caters for teenage girls who have dropped out of school 
or who are not sufficiently qualified. By offering courses to teach practical skills, 
the girls are able to support themselves and their families rather than resort to 
prostitution. 

— Chilli Children - Come and meet disabled children who now have a brighter future by 
being given access to specialist healthcare, an education and the opportunity to help 
the chilli farmers. 

— Mosaic Vision Ministries: This is a charity which supports child-headed families in 
Rukungiri and gives them practical support and hope of a brighter future.

Afternoon Outreach

If you're an education professional or have teaching skills, please speak to us about how we 
could incorporate these into your mission trip to Rukungiri. 



As we near the end of the trip we head off 
to Queen Elizabeth National Park deep in 
the Rift Valley. Here we search for hippo and 
baboon and will see much, much more!  A 
highlight of the trip will be a boat journey 
on the Kazinga Channel, a natural waterway 
linking the two great African lakes – which 
is a birdwatchers’ paradise. We will end 
the day in African style as we enjoy dinner 
together at the local lodge.

Rest and 
Relaxation

35  |   Go! Brochure 2019/20

I never thought a spur of the moment booking for a two-week trip to Africa last 
year would be so life changing... I have now been to Rukungiri, Uganda twice, 
and am counting down eagerly to my next trip.

From the work on the building projects, to school visits, church, interacting 
with the most wonderful children and visiting local families, there will never 
be the right words to describe just how amazing, and what a privilege it is! 
Getting to know each team and making new friends both from the UK and in 
Rukungiri add to the experience. 

If anyone is contemplating it - go! Rukungiri is a place that you will 
never forget.”

Previous Volunteer
Eleanor Biggs



Trip Dates
Team 1 06 Jul– 21 Jul 2019 

Team 2* 27 Jul – 11 Aug 2019 

Team 3  17 Aug– 01 Sep 2019 

Team 4  12 Oct – 27 Oct 2019 

Team 5  02 Nov – 17 Nov 2019

2020 dates will be posted on the 
website once available.

This is baby Emmanuel, a new-born baby 
rescued from the bottom of a pit latrine, 
apparently thrown away. He was a few days 
old when the Police pulled him out of the 
human-sewerage. He was born premature, 
very small and weak. He had maggots in his 
digestive system as well as eating into his 
ears and nose. He was initially treated with 
antibiotics to deal with infections and given 
cow’s milk which gave him colic. 

Three weeks after being rescued Liz Power, 
a volunteer with Mission Direct, who happens to be a paediatric nurse, was able to work 
alongside the local staff to help care for the baby. Liz was able to switch Emmanuel to 
powdered baby milk and teach the nurses to baby-massage to help him settle. 

Before flying home, Liz was able to attend his baptism in the local church. He was named 
Emmanuel – meaning God with us. Over the weeks that followed, he gradually put on 
weight and we saw the beginnings of a smile. Emmanuel is being cared for by a local 
charity who will find him a new home.

The impact of your trip

For more information, contributions and bookings visit:  

www.missiondirect.org/uganda-rukungiri

* Including teaching (p. 70)



Refuge & schools project   /    Suitable for all ages    /    City

Zambia
Africa

  GMT +2 hours        Nyanja, Bemba and English        38°C (Jul-Aug)        10.5 hours        17 million



Background
Ask a Zambian child what they want and 
they will tell you: “I want to go to school.” 
Education is the single most powerful tool 
to bring hope to the next generation. Yet 
many children are denied the opportunity 
to go to school, or attend overcrowded 
classes in unsuitable premises. Children not 
in school risk drifting into a hazardous life 
on the streets. 

Since starting work in Zambia in 2008, our 
staff and volunteers have impacted the lives 
of many in and around Lusaka, with many 
projects focusing on the needs of vulnerable 
children. 25 new classrooms have been built 
at 5 community schools, and a further 6 
classrooms have been refurbished. Recently, 
a new rescue centre has been built for Vision 
of Hope - a home for 40 vulnerable girls, 
which was opened in 2016.

This year
Continuing our work with community 
schools in the shanty towns in and around 
Lusaka, we’ll be working to renovate 
existing - as well as build new - facilities 
to reduce class numbers and enable more 
children to have access to education in 
areas where many parents cannot afford 
school fees.

Children in these communities often get 
their only meal of the day by going to 
school. Many drop out of education after 
primary years due to a lack of space in 
secondary education; we’ll be working with 
our partners to expand space in secondary 
classrooms.

The schools we support here are run by 
local churches and inspirational individuals 
who have dedicated their lives to serving 
the young in their communities.

Project

www.missiondirect.org     01582 720056   |   38

Afternoon Outreach
— Vision of Hope  - A safe house for street girls or girls at risk, funded and built with the help of 

our volunteers. Over 40 girls now reside here. You’ll meet Chitalu, the inspirational founder 
and spend time with the girls.

— Home-based care - You’ll join community workers on some home visits in some of the most 
poverty-stricken areas, providing companionship and food parcels. 

— Footprints - Feedback from volunteers has rated this as a highlight of their trip to Zambia. 
Footprints works to help children living on the streets of Lusaka - you’ll join them on a street 
visit to encourage and perhaps pray with the children.

 Note: Team 5 is a non-building team and will work solely with Footprints.

If you're an education professional or have teaching skills, please speak to us about how we 
could incorporate these into your mission trip to Zambia. 



You will visit the world-renowned Victoria Falls 
and take a sunset cruise down the Zambezi, 
looking out for hippo, elephants and crocodiles. 
See the animals at close quarters on the game 
drive – you can expect to see elephants, buffalo, 
giraffe and zebra! 

Rest and 
Relaxation
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When my daughter, Jess, visited Zambia in 2012 with Mission Direct I was 
so impacted by it that I wanted to experience it too. Since I am not a social 
person I was apprehensive about the whole thing. But, wow what a privilege 
it was to make a difference to the people that we met.. I was part of a team 
of only 5 people from various different backgrounds. It became clear very 
quickly that God had chosen us for our skills, gifts and personalities. We 
painted, sang songs, visited many local projects and enjoyed time together at 
Victoria Falls. God changed me through the country, the Zambian people and 
the team. Thank you Mission Direct, I can’t wait for my next trip!”

Previous Volunteer
Sally Miller



Trip Dates
Team 1* 06 Jul – 20 Jul  2019 

Team 2 27 Jul – 10 Aug  2019 

Team 3 17 Aug – 31 Aug  2019 

Team 4 07 Sep – 21 Sept 2019 

Team 5 ** 28 Sep – 12 Oct 2019

2020 dates will be posted on the 
website once available.

Mickey, a former resident at Vision of 
Hope: “I grew up living with my uncle. He 
used to mistreat me in many ways and 
wanted to take me to the village, where I 
knew I wouldn’t be able to go to school. I 
would be forced to get married. I was 14 
years old.

I went to my friend’s place, where to eat 
or stay, you would have to sleep with guys 
for money. I was very scared, so I ran away 
again. I went to another friend and we 
went to the police and eventually a social 
worker brought me here, to VoH.

I’m very happy now! VoH has helped me a lot with food, clothes and anything I need. And 
I get to go to school! I love it! I now have ambitions to be a nurse, or perhaps a model - 
taking pictures and making magazines! Or maybe... I want to be a business lady! The point 
is I have options and opportunities like never before…”

* Includes IT Rewired see page 70 
** Footprints street children team  

(non-building)

The impact of your trip

For more information, contributions and bookings visit:  

www.missiondirect.org/zambia



School project   /    Suitable for all ages    /    City

  GMT +1 hours        Shona and English        27°C (Feb-Sep)        11 hours        16.2 million

Zimbabwe
Africa



Background
Mutare is Zimbabwe’s fourth largest city. Despite the doubling of the country’s population in 
the last 20 years, there were no new classrooms built by the  Mugabe Government. Many of the 
children were unable to go to school. In 2012, the United Baptist Church of Zimbabwe was granted 
a site in Mutare by the local council to provide a school, which Mission Direct has committed to 
build on their behalf.

Joshua Dhube School currently has over 600 students. We need to build two classrooms every 
year in order to keep pace with the growing number of new intakes. Since the start of this 
campaign, our volunteers have helped to build 12 classrooms, making space for more children to 
learn and transforming their futures.

The school is in an unplanned township called Banamvura. It’s an overspill from Mutare city which 
is a 10km walk from the school – too far for small children and elderly people. Some of the poorest 
people live in this township which includes high density housing made from reclaimed timber and 
metal sheets.

This year
Our work and partnership with Joshua Dhube School and the United Baptist Church of 
Zimbabwe will continue into 2019 with the aim of building further classrooms to help 
reach our aim of 18 in total over the next few years, enabling over 1,000 pupils to have 
access to schooling.
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Project

— Nzeve Deaf Children’s Centre - Come and meet this inspiring group of young people, 
play with them and soak up their energy.

— Windows of Hope  - A ministry assisting those living with HIV/AIDS, including AIDS 
orphans. With the help of our volunteers, a venue for Hope for AIDS has been built to 
house the Today for Tomorrow programme, targeting children aged between 6 and 12 
affected directly or indirectly by HIV, helping them to cope.

— Tafara - This is a feeding programme which provides orphaned children with one 
meal a day. You’ll go and help serve food and have the opportunity to play with these 
incredible kids and bring them joy.

Afternoon Outreach



You will visit Imire - a wildlife sanctuary - 
situated a short distance from Harare and a 
world away from the hustle and bustle of the 
city. Sable Lodge at Imire is an ideal place 
to enjoy wildlife, great food and a relaxed 
atmosphere - whilst also contributing to an 
important conservation cause.

Rest and 
Relaxation
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God has spoken to my heart and He has told me what to do,  
He’s filled me with His spirit and His love for others too, 
He filled me with the courage that I need to do His will, 
I’ll make a sacrifice for Him, as He did upon the hill.

Leaving all the comforts that I knew so far away, 
I stepped inside an aeroplane, I grew so much that day, 
home was far behind me, in a town of many men, 
I knew that I would never be the man that I was then.

We landed in a land unknown and passion chose to rise  
and, all at once, another life was there before my eyes, 
the path that God had led me to would turn my life around, 
I thank and bless Him all the more, for the life that I have found”

Zimbabwe – the Poem, by Colin Reeve

Previous Volunteer
Colin Reeve



Peace lives in the slum area of Mutare. 
She was born with cerebral palsy 16 
years ago, the youngest of six children. 
Though her limbs are fully formed they 
are not fully functional and she can just 
about stand up and shuffle to where she 
needs to go. She doesn’t understand 
what people say to her and can’t talk or 
communicate. She is incontinent and her 
parents try to buy her special child-sized 
nappies so that she doesn’t make a mess 
on the floor. Her parents cannot find work 
leaving her unable to go to school. As a 
young girl she was kept indoors. Her parents have no money for any equipment or toys, 
but they wanted Peace to spend time outdoors so that she could watch other children, 
people going about their business and animals and birds.

To ensure that Peace didn’t shuffle off and suffer injury, her parents tied her to a tree. This 
is how we found her. With a leg sore from the wire holding her to a tree sitting in the dirt 
outside her house.

We built Peace an outdoor playpen to spend the day in. A small structure, with concrete 
floor which can be kept clean, she can stand and hold onto the sides of the wall to watch 
children playing and people and animals passing by as she plays with the toys donated to 
her and gurgles with delight. Life will never be ‘normal’ for Peace, but she is safe and able 
to interact with those around her. 

The impact of your trip

For more information, contributions and bookings visit:  

www.missiondirect.org/zimbabwe

Trip Dates
Team 1   02 Mar - 16 Mar 2019

Team 2  27 Jul - 10 Aug 2019

Team 3  17 Aug - 31 Aug 2019

Team 1   07 Mar - 22 Mar 2020



Cambodia



www.missiondirect.org     01582 720056   |   46

Cambodia Page 47

A country fraught with political history and plagued by both economic and environmental 
challenges, Cambodia is still struggling to prosper in today’s world.

From 1975 to 1978 the country suffered under the leadership of Pol Pot and the communist 
Khmer Rouge regime. During this 3-year period, cities were evacuated and the entire 
population was sent on forced marches to rural work projects. The leaders attempted 
to rebuild the country’s agriculture on the model of the 11th century, discarded Western 
medicine and destroyed 95% of all temples, libraries and anything else considered as 
Western. Over 80% of Vietnamese were killed along with 2 million others. History was 
wiped out. Any one regarded as educated or professional, including doctors, lawyers and 
teachers, were executed.

Since its liberation, by the Vietnamese in 1978 democracy has been (loosely) restored and 
the monarchy has been reinstated. Cambodia’s economy has suffered terribly, relying on 
tourism, as well as exports of “sweat-shop” garments, rice and timber.

Famous for its Angkor Wat historical temple, complex tourism now accounts for over 50% 
of the country’s economy. Last year over 6 million tourists came from overseas to  
visit Cambodia.
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Asia



Cambodia 
Asia

  GMT +7 hours        Khmer & Vietnamese       35°C and humid (Mar-Apr)        13 hours        14.8 million

Housing project   /    Suitable for all ages    /    City



Background
Packed along the edge of the Mekong Delta in Phnom Penh are hundreds of shacks, providing 
shelter to families who struggle day-to-day to make a living. In recent years, families have been 
thrown out of their shacks, especially when they were living on what has come to be considered 
‘prime land’ near the riverside. The nearby rubbish tips – which scar the horizon, stretching 
for miles – are their only source of income, where they root through waste with toxic fumes 
to find things to sell. Many children die here – either from the fumes, from the polluted water 
surrounding them or by the huge trucks who pay no mind to them. 

Mission Direct and Pastor Sara’s Fellowship of Hope have built three schools, houses and 
medical facilities since our partnership began in 2007, re-homing families from the Delta and 
providing new opportunities for income. We’ve also previously worked in Siem Reap, building a 
floating school for a river boat community. 

This year
Our volunteers will continue to build secure and safe living in New Happy Village for countless 
families, providing a house to call home as well as education, training and work opportunities. 
There may also be opportunities to visit and support further projects in Phnom Penh and Siem 
Reap – please see the website for details as they are confirmed.  There are plans to build further 
classrooms at Serve Cambodia’s newest school - Light of Hope, as well as to support Hope Galilee 
School on the floating village outside Siem Reap.

Specialist teaching and medical trips are available to Cambodia - see page 70.

Project

You will visit and help at a number of 
community projects in the region, for 
example, washing the hair of children in the 
slums, meeting young women rescued from 
the sex trade, visiting a project using t-shirt 
production to get young men off the streets 
and into education and organising activities 
for children in and out of school.

Afternoon Outreach
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 As well as watching the sunrise over the 
ancient Angkor Wat Temple (a breath-
taking sight!) you’ll also explore some of 
Cambodia’s solemn history with an optional 
visit to the Killing Fields and the notorious 
Tao Sleng prison.

Rest and 
Relaxation

Having spent two weeks with Mission Direct in Siem Reap I can say it was truly 
an awesome trip. We helped to build a floating school for Vietnamese children 
who live on lake Tonle Sap. Without an education and good use of English, the 
Vietnamese people are not allowed to work and cannot access healthcare. 

In addition to the time spent in the floating village, we visited the slums and 
washed the hair of children, and some very keen adults too. It was wonderful 
to be able to show that you care, in such a personal and practical way.  All 
in all, I felt extremely blessed during my time in Cambodia, and now look 
forward to seeing everyone again, as I plan to return next year!”

Previous Volunteer
Pat Butcher



Mrs Tu (pictured here with Pastor Sara), is 
a widow who travels each day to Harvest 
of Hope School where she works as a 
cook. Her family were one of the original 
families thrown off land and helped by 
Mission Direct and Pastor Sara into one of 
the emergency temporary homes in Koh 
Brabey Village 15 years ago. For the last 3 
months, Mrs Tu, her twin daughters Thol 
Mota, Thol Dany and grandson, Rothank 
Piti have been living in a make-shift 
tarpaulin shelter whilst this was demolished. The family have now moved into their new 
2-storey house and no longer need to live in fear of being moved.

Single mum, Chopin Lin and her daughter Chopin Makara have been living apart, with 
Chopin Makara working in a local factory to help support her mum. Mother and daughter 
were reunited in early 2018 after our volunteers built them a new home in Koh Brabey, which 
- over the years - has evolved into a happy community with a school, a medical centre and 
church. 

In 2018 three teams of Mission Direct volunteers from Canada and the UK worked in 
Koh Brabey village. Of the original houses, just 6 remain to be rebuilt. With the help of 
our volunteers, some of Cambodia’s poorest families are now enjoying living in much 
improved conditions, helping them to build a better future for their families.  

For more information, contributions and bookings visit:  

www.missiondirect.org/cambodia

The impact of your trip

Team 1*  19 Jan - 02 Feb 2019

Team 2** 09 Feb - 23 Feb 2019

Team 3  02 Mar - 16 Mar 2019

Team 4 23 Mar - 06 Apr 2019

Team 5 26 Oct - 09 Nov 2019

Team 6  16 Nov - 30 Nov 2019

Team 1*  18 Jan - 01 Feb 2020

Team 2** 08 Feb - 22 Feb 2020

Team 3  29 Feb - 14 Mar 2020

Team 4 21 Mar - 04 Apr 2020

* Including medical (p. 71) ** Including teaching (p. 70)

Trip Dates



Moldova

MDUK



Europe

Moldova Page 53

An ex-soviet state, Moldova is one of the most underdeveloped countries in Europe with 
a large foreign debt and high unemployment. It suffers from many social and economic 
challenges including corruption, human trafficking and a large scale migration of the 
working population. 

Coming here is like stepping back in time, where horse and cart replace the car and where 
people live off the land.  Poverty is widespread, especially in the more rural areas, where 
houses are in disrepair and the elderly are vulnerable, especially during the winter. 

MDUK Page  57

In response to requests from many of our volunteers, we now offer 3-day trips in the UK. 
Mission Direct UK (MDUK) was launched in 2017 and makes mission accessible to many 
more volunteers and at a much lower cost than our overseas trips. Our aim is to help 
the many vulnerable people living in the UK today and to provide practical support to 
disenfranchised groups closer to home.
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Moldova
Europe

Home renovation project   / Suitable for all ages and youth groups  /  Rural town

  GMT +3 hours        Romanian and Russian        38°C (Jun-Aug)        3 hours        4.2 million



Background
Many young girls in the rural areas of 
Moldova go missing from their families – 
abused or abducted for sex-trafficking. Some 
children are never seen again. Parents often 
move abroad to find work and abandon 
their children. Others move to cities and 
leave their children in the care of elderly 
grandparents. Such children become prey to 
exploitation and organised crime - including 
slavery and sex-trafficking. Children with 
disabilities or from ethnic minorities (e.g. 
migrants and gypsies) are marginalised 
to the edge of society and live in difficult 
conditions.

Since 2008, we’ve worked with several 
local organisations to help some of the 
most vulnerable people in Moldova. This 
has included providing safe houses for 
young women who have been, or are at risk 
of, international sex trafficking. We have 
refurbished housing for vulnerable people 
especially the elderly who need better 
housing to cope with the harsh winters.

More recently we partnered with MASD- Aid, 
a UK charity working to improve the lives of 
disabled children in Moldova, to build toilet 
blocks for children with disabilities.

This year
We will work with local and Dutch partners 
to refurbish buildings that were abandoned 
after the soviet withdrawal over 20 years 
ago. These will be used by disabled children 
and their families as accommodation 
during summer camp. The families will 
stay for about a week whilst social workers 
observe the families and assess their needs. 

As well as creating family accommodation, 
you will help convert some old garages 
and parking areas into playgrounds for 
disabled children.

Moldova is a popular trip for youth groups 
and every year we run a dedicated youth 
team - please enquire for more details.

You don’t have to be a builder; we are 
looking for people who can roll up their 
sleeves and get stuck in.
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Project

The majority of our afternoon activities will be in the adjacent youth camps which run 
throughout the summer. We also hope to make visits as follows:-

— Phoenix Centre  - Help to run activities for disabled children at their daycare centre.

— Community home visits - Meet some of the locals in a marginalised and isolated 
community to hear their story and understand daily life for them. Many volunteers 
bring aid specifically to give to these families.

Afternoon Outreach
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Make a trip to the capital city of Chisinau, 
visiting its beautiful Cathedral and historic 
UNESCO monasteries. Options include a 
day’s canoeing and exploring the world’s 
largest wine cellars. 

Don’t be fooled by Moldova’s location 
in Europe; this is truly a cross-cultural 
experience to remember.

Rest and 
Relaxation

A team of 15 teenagers and 2 members of staff from our school took part 
in a Mission direct mission trip to Moldova – it was an amazing experience 
for both staff and students. Carmen’s house was the perfect place to stay 
and the team loved spending time with her and sharing her fabulous home. 
Not having wifi proved to be something we all appreciated, it was great to 
get back to basics and just spend time with each other. The projects were 
good fun and felt very worthwhile. Working with the local community really 
helped us to break down the barriers that can exist between different cultures 
and countries. I think we all came back a little stronger in our faith and in 
ourselves with lots of happy memories to share with our families and friends 
on our return!”

Previous Volunteer
Rachel Ross Russell



For the Donici family life was tough. 
The main house they used to live in 
had fallen into disrepair. The mud and 
straw walls had crumbled and the 
house was uninhabitable, resulting in 
the mother, father and three children 
moving into a wooden shed on 
their land.

One bed filled the entire floor space 
with little room for the family of 5 to 
move around or simply live. Clothes 
were piled in any available space. The 
outside cooking area was a challenge 
in the winter where temperatures 
drop to minus 20.  Germs in the 
one-room shed spread quickly so the 
whole family would often be ill at the same time.

A team of Mission Direct volunteers was able to restore their home. New walls, floors, doors 
and a new heater meant that the family has been able to move back into their home and 
start to rebuild their lives.

Trip Dates
Team 1 27 Jul – 10 Aug 2019 

Team 2 17 Aug – 31 Aug 2019

2020 dates will be posted on the 
website once available.

For more information, contributions and bookings visit:  

www.missiondirect.org/moldova

The impact of your trip



MDUK
Europe

Home and garden projects   /   Suitable for all ages and groups   /   Urban

  GMT        English        18°C (May-Sept)        64 million

3 DAY

TRIPS



Background
Mission Direct UK (MDUK) was launched 
in 2017 and are practical-based 3-day 
trips in London, Preston and Nottingham. 
The missions typically run from 9.00am 
Thursday until Saturday afternoon, 
including meals and accommodation 
for two nights. These short trips are an 
ideal opportunity to volunteer closer to 
home. We work alongside local charities 
which support people in need of help. Our 
volunteers carry out practical work, such as 
refurbishing properties, DIY, decorating and 
garden-makeovers. No skills are required 
– just a willingness to help and make a real 
difference to those living on the edge 
of society.

This year
1) Preston, Lancashire

Partner: Inside Out

Inside Out is a local charity in Preston that 
supports vulnerable families with practical 
support at their time of greatest need. 
Teams of volunteers work alongside those 
struggling with addiction, debt and illness 
to offer hope and show the love of Jesus.

MDUK volunteers work in partnership with 
the team from Inside Out to get stuck in 
with DIY, painting and decorating or even 
clearing an entire house. 

2) Beeston, Nottingham

Partner: Hope Nottingham

Hope Nottingham is a local Christian charity 
working with churches and community 
groups to serve those in need in the poorer 
neighbourhoods of Nottingham. 

MDUK volunteers will work with the one-stop 
community support centre to restore Hope’s 
community allotment, the ‘Garden of Eatin’.

3) Tottenham, London

Partner: Phoenix Community Care

In London, Mission Direct continue to 
partner with Phoenix Community Care 
(PCC) whose sole purpose is to offer 
care, education and training within an 
environment that empowers and supports 
their service-users. 

MDUK volunteers will join us in helping 
to renovate the properties they use to 
house unaccompanied migrants. Past 
teams have worked together to undertake 
DIY, garden, decorate and transform the 
houses into havens for those living on the 
edge of society and escaping the most 
unimaginable situations.
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Project

Find out more 
missiondirect.org/mduk or email 
miriam.moore@missiondirect.org



Brazil - Campo Largo

Dominican Republic

Brazil - Rio



South America & 
The Caribbean

Brazil - Campo Largo Page 61

Over 7 million people in Brazil went hungry in 2017 and 54 million, or nearly a quarter of 
the country’s population, experienced food insecurity despite advances in the fight against 
poverty. Campo Largo, containing over 31 slum districts, is a municipality in Paraná, and is 
also a near suburb of Curitiba.

Brazil - Rio Page 65

Rio, host to the 2016 Olympics, is the 2nd largest city in Brazil. Amongst its famous 
dramatic setting and tourist sites are the favela slums. Here is a world of gangs, violence 
and drug-trafficking where people live in poverty and social isolation and where children 
are led to believe that drug-trafficking is the only future for them.

Dominican Republic Page 69

A popular tourist destination with its white sandy beaches and turquoise waters, the DR 
remains one of the neediest countries in the Caribbean. There is a huge gap between the 
wealthy and materially-poor with many families living in one-room shacks, which are 
subject to frequent flooding, and are in desperate need of rebuilding and renovation.
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Brazil  
Campo Largo

South America & The Caribbean

Housing project   /    Family-Friendly    /    Favelas

  GMT -2 hours        Portuguese        25°C+ (Mar-Apr & Oct-Nov)        11.5 hours        209.6 million



Background
We’ve been working in partnership 
with Open Hands since 2007, building 
homes in Campo Largo - a suburb of the 
city of Curitiba - to help vulnerable and 
disadvantaged families move out of the 
favelas (slums). In this time we have built 
over 25 houses.

More recently, these have been transitional 
homes where rental agreements work on 
a five-year cycle. Families are moved from 
the favelas to new homes built by our 
volunteers. The family pays rent and after 
five years the rent will be returned to them 
in the form of a deposit for them to own 
their own property. Once they move into 
their own permanent home another family, 
currently living in the favelas, will move into 
the transitional home. 

This year
We plan to build a further two transitional 
homes this year to bring us closer to our 
long-term goal of eight in total. 

Once they move from the favelas and into 
the home, families receive support and 
education to improve their employment 
options, as well as improve the health and 
future opportunities of their children.

Once the housing project has been 
completed we are aiming to build a 
community centre and sports pitch to create 
a greater sense of community and unity for 
the residents here. 

Project

— Lar Feliz - A home for vulnerable children 
that aims to keep siblings together.

— CEIFAR - Hear some amazing stories at 
this residential addiction treatment centre 
for men.

— ABBA - The Abba Church provide food, 
support and Bible study for the homeless, 
poor and prostitutes in the area. Following 
the service, we help with the distribution of 
food and drinks and when possible pray for 
those who ask for it.

— Young Campo Largoans  - A council-run 
before and after school project for children 
up to age 16. Many of these young people 
are at risk of violence and abuse at home.

Afternoon Outreach
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At the end of your trip you’ll visit Cananeia – 
the oldest settlement in Brazil –where you’ll 
travel by boat across Dolphin Bay through 
the mangrove swamps to visit beautiful, 
unspoilt beaches spotting birds, wildlife 
(and dolphins!) with an experienced guide.

Rest and 
Relaxation
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Brazil suffers from a lot of problems and has such extremes, from the huge 
wealth of some, to the abject poverty of many - not just in terms of material 
poverty but socially too.

Being part of a Mission Direct team was amazing, we were a motley crew of 
differing ages coming from different backgrounds. We all pitched in together 
and there was always something for everyone to do. Taking part in the visits 
as well as working on the main project has made me realise that as an 
individual we can make a difference.”

Previous Volunteer
James, Cambridge



“I lived for 25 years in a little house 
(shack) in a poor community (pictured), 
struggling to raise my children. The 
sink of my kitchen was already on 
the floor, but I did not have funds to 
renovate my house. One day I went 
to church and was given a word I was 
going to be given a house. 

My son has problems in his legs and 
falls down a lot. We tried so hard to get 
some help. One day some folks arrived 
at my door offering to move me to a 
brand new house. I couldn’t believe it!

While the team was knocking down my 
old house I got so scared and cried for I thought: ‘what if all this is not true?  Where will I live?’ 

Today my life is completely different. My children are grown, praise God. In this new place I 
was given the chance to know people I never knew before and have a proper official address. 
Before guests were not very keen to visit us, for the place we used to be was located in an area 
made famous by the danger and crime and not a safe place to go. Today we are safe.”

Trip Dates
Team 1 19 Oct – 02 Nov 2019

Team 2  09 Nov – 23 Nov 2019

2020 dates will be posted on the 
website once available.

The impact of your trip

For more information, contributions and bookings visit:  

www.missiondirect.org/brazil-campo-largo



Brazil 
Rio de Janeiro

South America & The Caribbean
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Housing project   /    Advisory 18+    /    Favelas

  GMT -2 hours        Portuguese        25°C+ (Mar-Apr & Oct-Nov)        11.5 hours        209.6 million



Background
In 2017, Mission Direct launched new mission trips to Rio, where many who live in the slums 
hold the belief from a very young age that drug trafficking is the only way out of their poverty 
trap.  Partnering with CADI (Centre of Assistance & Full Development), which supports the favela 
community to challenge the gang-land drug culture by providing workshops to give young 
people practical skills (and re-train adults with new life skills) to enable them to generate a 
legitimate income.

CADI has created a community centre and a ‘lighthouse’ in the Mare complex, within which our 
volunteers have already created two new classrooms for children and a workshop for women of 
the favela to learn new skills. These new facilities are providing vital opportunities to break the 
mould and give new hope and purpose in the midst of dark influences.  Currently the project 
attracts over 200 children and adults and continues to grow.

Project

This year
We’ll continue our refurbishment work on the CADI building to include a multi-purpose area 
on the ground floor - which will further improve the support given to women through life-skills 
workshops.  In this way we can help them to re-train and generate regular income as well as 
support children from the favela. 

For more information, contributions and bookings visit:  

www.missiondirect.org/brazil

— CRISTOLANDIA - Homeless feeding project and drug 
rehab centre. The project also provides a residential 
assessment and drug rehabilitation programme.

— CEASME - Educational centre located in the Mare complex 
providing teenagers from the local favela a unique 
opportunity to prepare for university and realise their 
dreams.

— VILLA OLYMPICA - Situated on the border of two struggling 
communities in the Mare complex, a sports centre providing 
a variety of sports activities for poor, disadvantaged and 
warring neighbourhoods where differences are set aside 
and the free facilities can be enjoyed by everyone.

— CEMEAR  - School for vulnerable children aged 5-8 years old.

Afternoon Outreach



Rest and
Relaxation
You can’t come to Rio without a visit to the 
iconic Christ the Redeemer statue with 360 
degree breath-taking views. You will be able to 
take a cable car ride to the top of Sugar Loaf 
Mountain for spectacular views of Rio with an 
optional extra of a helicopter ride. And, of 
course, time to relax on Copacabana beach.
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Travelling to Rio for the first time shocked me to see so many millions of people 
living in sub-standard dwellings in the favelas and squashed together in close 
proximity. Children have little or no space to play. Many children have broken 
families or parents who are unable to care for them adequately due to drug or 
alcohol addictions. We were horrified to discover how cheap drugs are to buy 
on the street. There was a drug store on the corner of the street where we were 
working which was open and all day long selling cocaine and other drugs – 
including sweets for children laced with cocaine to hook them in at a young age.

In stark contrast there are wonderful people dedicating their lives to keeping 
children off the streets and away from the drug scene. Educating and caring 
for them is a priority.  An amazing example of this was VIVER, which provided a 
centre for homeless people and drug addicts.

Seeing life in the Rio favelas makes me so thankful for what I have and more 
determined to go on helping.

Previous Volunteer
Maggie Randall



In 2017 Mission Direct ran the first 
campaign to Rio in partnership with 
CADI (Centre of Assistance & Full 
Development) whose vision is to 
transform lives physically, emotionally 
and spiritually. As a result of the 
work carried out by our volunteers 
in 2017/18, the CADI community 
centre can now provide classes and 
workshops for people in the favela 
community. 

One early success has been the new 
sewing workshop, where women 
have learned dress-making skills. The 
women have recently been making ballet costumes for children now taking ballet classes 
at the project, as well as re-modelling recycled clothes and craft-making from donated 
fabric. These skills are providing an opportunity for women to generate a legitimate 
income to support their families.  

The second classroom is now equipped with donated computers, desks and chairs in 
preparation for the Robotic workshops which will be offered to the local children and 
teenagers. The project now offers Jujitsu classes with over 60 children attending, Zumba 
classes (which has become the most popular activity in the community centre!) and 
reading classes. We’re expectant that further work here will help bring this community 
together and open new opportunities for the next generation. 

Trip Dates
Team 1 05 May – 18 May 2019

Team 2  26 May – 08 Jun 2019

Team 1 25 Apr – 09 May 2020

Team 2  16 May – 30 May 2020

The impact of your trip

For more information, contributions and bookings visit: 

www.missiondirect.org/brazil



Dominican 
Republic
South America & The Caribbean
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School project   /    Suitable for all ages     /    Village

   GMT -4 hours          Spanish          35°C+ (Mar-Oct)          9 hours        10.65 million

NEW

PROJECT

AND LOCATIO
N
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Background
Since 2004 we’ve partnered with the 
Samaritan Foundation to help Dominican 
and Haitian families in need - providing 
basic brick homes for families living in 
cramped, damp, unsafe shacks.

The new homes offer much better physical 
protection. Over the years, our volunteers 
have helped rehome well over 130 families.

In 2016 our volunteers helped to dig a 
3km water line, to bring clean water to the 
community of Severet - helping to improve 
the lives and health of over 100 families 
(roughly 800 people).

In 2017 we started partnering with Go 
MAD, working with their missionaries and 
local staff to support their work with local 
families to provide opportunities and 
restore hope. In 2017 we built a community 
centre in Caraballo - a facility that Go MAD 
and the local church are using almost daily.

This year
We will work alongside Go MAD in the small 
community of Mozovi. The community 
school has Year 1 - Year 8 together in 2 
small classrooms. Education is crucial to 
improving life opportunities and Go MAD 
has been asked to help the local leadership 
of Mozovi, to extend the school by 2 
classrooms - which is enough to enable the 
school to switch class time from part-time 
to full- time for all students.

Our volunteers will work with local 
builders and Go MAD to provide these new 
classrooms.

Future projects will include helping Go MAD 
to build a new community center in Severet, 
which will include a medical facility for the 
weekly clinic. 

Project

Other Outreach
— Ascencion Village Feeding Programme - Help to serve a hot meal to the children and 

seniors in the community, funded by Go MAD from donations. 

— Juice Programs - Partner with local church leaders to create a children’s program. At the 
end of the program, the children all receive a high vitamin juice drink, a snack, and have 
some fun playing with the team. 

— Esperanza VIllage - Visit a local medical clinic and learn about facilities and needs in the 
DR. Spend time visiting and praying with families in their homes, play with the children 
and visit the school too.

— Hear personal stories and share testimonies together.  Be prepared to sing, and maybe 
even dance a little bit!
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As well as enjoying the beautiful palm-lined 
beaches – a visit to Rudy’s has something for 
everyone. From a walk through the beautiful 
garden filled with tropical fruits, to taking 
a lazy river boat ride; you’ll then end your 
visit with an amazing lunch prepared with 
ingredients from Rudy’s ecology garden.

Rest and 
Relaxation

A few days into my first trip to the DR, I experienced an overwhelming sense 
that God was about to do some serious business with me. Over the years my 
faith had been pushed to one side. Exhausted with work, raising a large family 
and attempting to buy happiness, I had forgotten God but He had not given up 
on me. My eyes were opened to the shocking poverty that surrounded me and I 
lost my heart to the beautiful people that I was privileged to serve.

I had set out to build new homes for others and in the process my life was 
completely transformed. I am now in my first year at Trinity College studying 
Theology, Ministry and Mission and preparing for my third trip to the DR. If 
you are considering a mission trip, my advice is go, make change and be 
changed. You won’t regret it.”

Previous Volunteer
Abbie Robinson



In 2017 our teams went to support the 
children’s outreach program run by Go 
MAD. At that program, we met Alejandro, 
a young Dominican teenager who seemed 
like a leader in his community. Alejandro 
had not grown up in church and didn’t 
have a personal relationship with God. His 
family situation was very difficult, as they 
are incredibly poor.

Through meeting him, some of the team 
felt a strong desire to help him attend 
a Christian youth camp, run by Young 
Life. Their kind donations enabled him 
to go to camp, where he gave his life to Jesus! Alejandro is now a key member of the  youth 
discipleship program. He volunteers in the children’s outreach program and has such a heart 
to serve in his community! Mission Direct volunteers gave him the opportunity to go to camp, 
to have a life-changing faith experience and to live a changed and renewed life, full of hope.

Come and join us in the DR and see whose life you could be a part of changing.

Trip Dates
Team 1  24 Jul - 07 Aug 2019

Team 2 14 Aug - 28 Aug 2019

2020 dates will be posted on the 
website once available.

For more information, contributions and bookings visit:  

www.missiondirect.org/dominican-republic

The impact of your trip
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Serve with 
your skills  

Using your professional skills 
on a Mission Direct trip

Teaching
Many of our trips are focused around 
supporting communities to provide the 
opportunity of education to their young 
people by building classrooms and other 
facilities. Even if that isn’t our main project, 
we usually visit local schools as part of the 
afternoon visits when on mission. 

Wherever we go, there are always children 
in tow, so if you are keen to use your 
teaching skills whilst out on mission, 
we can usually accommodate you and 
provide opportunities on a trip to most of 
our project locations – just ask us when 
enquiring about one of our trips. 

Teaching in Cambodia
If you’re an educator – professionally, 
in-training or otherwise – our staff team 
in Cambodia run a dedicated team for 
teaching. You’ll join a mainstream Mission 
Direct team and will be involved in the main 
project (see page 44), but will also have 
regular time to assist and support local 
teachers in their classrooms, sharing your 
skills and knowledge and serving God’s 
Kingdom with your skills. 

2019 09 Feb - 23 Feb 2019

2020  08 Feb - 22 Mar 2020

Cambodia

Teaching 
Trip Dates

There are also opportunities to use your 
teaching skills in Kenya, Uganda and Zambia.
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Medical
Over the years we have facilitated many 
medical and health care professionals 
looking to share their skills in disadvantaged 
areas. Our specialist teams now run in 
Zambia and Cambodia.

Medical trips to Zambia
Luampa Mission hospital is found 18km off 
the main road down a sandy track. It has no 
running water and electricity is unreliable. 
The hospital serves a community of 49,000 
and has 58 beds. Your trip will see you 
working with staff at the hospital, as well 
as going out into the community to support 
healthcare work. This trip will steal your 
heart, change your perspectives and hugely 
impact the Luampa community. 

Medical trips to Cambodia
Our staff team in Cambodia run a dedicated 
medical team alongside one of the main 
teams in Phnom Penh (p.45), where you will 
have regular opportunities to support local 
healthcare workers. You will be a part of the 
main mission (see page 44) but will separate 
at times to work with medics and support 
their work with local people who have health 
complaints – giving you opportunities to 
serve God’s Kingdom with your professional 
skills and pass on your knowledge to 
workers in Cambodia.

For more information, contributions and bookings visit:  

www.missiondirect.org/specialist-trips

2019 19 Jan - 02 Feb 2019

2020  18 Jan - 01 Feb 2020

2019 25 Oct - 11 Nov 2019

Cambodia

Luampa, Zambia

Medical 
Trip Dates

There are also opportunities for medical professionals to incorporate their skills on a standard 
trip to Kenya. Please contact us to enquire.



Rewired
Using I.T skills in Zambia
In Zambia, we work with a partner called Re-
Wired, who bring reconditioned equipment 
from the UK to schools in Africa, helping 
children to learn skills to aid their futures 
and help them to not be left behind in a 
digital world. Rewired has been working with 
Mission Direct since 2011, running one or two-
week trips almost every year.  The Zambian 
Government is taking the lead in providing 
equipment to the government schools, yet 
they don’t help the community schools - and 
that is where Rewired is needed.

This year
In 2019, our work will continue; joining one 
of the mission direct teams to Zambia (see 
page 34), we will install and demonstrate 
equipment, whilst the main team work on 
the building project. You don’t need to be 
an IT professional to help us - you just need 
a working knowledge of using computers 
to be able to show pupils and teachers the 
basics. Their hunger for such skills, their joy 
at using a computer for the first time and 
their gratitude for the opportunities this 
will provide for them will make this trip so 
rewarding.

More information is available on our website 

www.rewiredafrica.org 

2019 06 Jul - 20 Jul 2019

Zambia

Rewired 
Trip Dates

Other ways you can help: 
If you can’t join a trip, we always need support with funding:

• £5 provides a mouse or keyboard
• £15 provides the software or a monitor  
• £30 provides a computer unit  
• Or for £70 you can provide a complete computer system to a school
•  Donations of new or used laptops
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Rest and Relaxation
At the end of the trip, we’ll join the Mission 
Direct team for a few days of rest and 
reflection - see page 34.



How to apply online
1 

2 

3 

Choose a country
Visit www.missiondirect.org/volunteer and choose the 
country page you want to go to. 

Choose a team 
Select the team dates you want to join.

Book your place
Proceed to ‘Info & Book’ to reserve your space on the team. 
You'll be asked to give your deposit contribution of £150 and 
will then be sent a link to the online application form. Please 
note that your place cannot be guaranteed until we receive your 
deposit and your completed form.

If you are a UK tax payer, please declare Gift Aid on all 
contributions for your trip as these funds are vital to the charity 
and our projects. 

Or show interest in a trip
You can then select the envelope icon under ‘Trip Dates’ and 
complete an ‘I’m Interested’ form for one of our Volunteer 
Managers to contact you, or call the office to enquire.

Need a paper application form?
Please call for an application form or information pack about a 
specific country. Call 01582 720056
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On the debrief  
days you will:

Watch presentations 
about the progress 
made on your project

Meet your team and 
other teams from 
similar trips

Bring parents/friends 
along who would like to 
learn more

Provide feedback and 
learning points 
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Orientation  
and debrief days

On the orientation  
days you will:

Learn about the  
country and project

Meet your team 

Chat to staff and 
previous volunteers 
about their experiences

Hear about what 
to bring (and leave 
at home) 

Ask any questions

Orientation days

These trips bond you and your team for life and many 
volunteers return wanting to share their experiences 
and reflect with each other. Details of specific debrief 
days will be provided nearer the time. You’re welcome 
to bring along family and friends, but please notify us 
first so we can cater for them as lunch and refreshments 
are provided.

Debrief days

We hold an orientation day in the UK prior to your trip to 
help you feel fully prepared. Lunch and refreshments are 
provided. We will notify you of the date and location of 
your orientation day once you have booked a trip.



Mission Direct supports sustainable local community projects. Our partners will make sure 
that whatever you help to build will be put to good use for many years to come.

We offset emissions from all staff travel and encourage our volunteers to join us.

www.missiondirect.org 

Mission Direct 
27 Bury Mead Road 

Hitchin, Hertfordshire  
SG5 1RT

/ mission_direct / missiondirect /missiondirect

info@missiondirect.org
01582 720056

Mission Direct is a registered charity number 1107824.  
Mission Direct is a company limited by guarantee number 5289161.


